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‘It is important to teach children life skills’

ASCHOOLS' INITIATIVE
FROM THE INDIAN EXPRESS

The QUEST interviews
Tania Joshi, Principal,
The Indian School, Sadiq Nagar

What's your leadership style?

1 feel good leadership is one where
there is agility to quickly and effec-
tively respond to the requirements of
rapidly changing situations. There
are times when you need to take firm
decisions and other times when one
may need to involve teachers and
parents to arrive at important policy
decisions. So, really, the style is one
which is sometimes democratic, at
other times situational, sympathetic
and at yet other times, collaborative.

How do you handle student
discipline?

Student discipline is of utmost impor-
tance to me. Rules must be clearly
communicated, as must the conse-
quences of undesirable behaviour to
all students and parents. I am firm yet
friendly with my students. They know
that they can trust me and I am al-
ways there for them. I strongly be-
lieve that in a classroom situation if
learning is made “fun”, then disci-
pline is inevitably achieved.

How do you work with diverse
students and families?
The first step in working with diverse
students and families is to accept the
differences. It is vital to make every
child feel wanted. It is important to
get to know every child and the family.
Atour school, every academicyear
begins with an exercise called ‘Self-dis-
covery’. The youngest children attempt
to draw and the older ones attempt to
write about themselves. A heteroge-
neous classroom is here to stay, so it is
best the teachers are adequately
trained to take up the challenge of
reaching out to the diverse sections.

\What is the most important quality

a principal should have? Why?

A principal should lead by example.
She or he must be approachable, dy-
pamic and have a vision for the institu-
tion. A principal need not readily have
all the answers, but a principal who is

: constantly growing and learning is
* likely to be a strong principal. 1 like to

offer opportunities to my staff to con-
tinuously elevate themselves, thereby
bringing out the best in themselves as
well as in the children they handle.

Tell us about your present as well
as past assignments and your expe-
rience with education system. Also,
share your experience as a teacher
as well as a school administrator.

I began as a journalist with The
Statesman, Delhi. Then I worked at
The Centre for Science and Environ-
ment as editor, Green File. To balance
my personal life with my professional
one, I did a BEd and entered the
teaching profession, and it didn’t take
long for this choice to turn into pas-
sion! My career in education now
spans close to 22 years. I worked at
Gyan Bharati School as PGT Politi-
cal Science for 14 years.

Atpresent, I am the proud principal
of The Indian School. I have always
been a proactive teacher and kept the
interest of my students at the forefront
of my focus. I have also laid strong em-
phasis on the personality development
of the children in my care.

As a teacher, I have learnt that if
one establishes a personal rapport
with one’s students and makes the
subject interesting, the children will
inevitably do well. As an administra-
tor, what works for me is the ability to
be patient without compromising dis-
cipline. In fact, a tactful mix of free-
dom and firmness works well.

Tell us about your school, its
history and motive behind its
establishment?
Founded in 1996 by Gyan Mandir So-
ciety in the heart of South Delhi, The
Indian School prepares students for
the Central Board of Secondary Edu-
cation. The vision of the school is to
bring forth children who discover
themselves and are trained to pursue
their inclinations; both for them-
selves and equally for the community
in which they belong.

Our school’s motto is ‘Knowledge
Is Power’ and as we go along, value-
learning is instilled by what we call
the sanskara syllabus. As our chair-

. man Prafull Goradia says, we believe
ifi ‘building ocean linets with Indian™

anchors and} ethical rudders’.

What are the challenges students
generally face these days?
Some-of the worrisome issues chil-
dren commonly striggle with are sub-
stance abuse, academic pressure,

‘peer pressure, stress, relationship

troubles, physical changes of adoles-
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Tania Joshi feels if learning is made fun, then discipline is inevitably achieved.

EVE RV academic year begins with an interesting
activity, where students are asked to do a *SWOT’ analysis of
themselves. With each passing year, they get to identify their

likes and aptitudes better

cence and bullying (the most promi-
nent of them being cyber-bullying).
However, I would say here that
one major issue which, if addressed,
can, to a great extent, contain the
other issues. This is, teaching the chil-
dren life skills. Life skills offer the
ability to cope with emotions, deci-
sion-making, self-awareness etc, that
arm the children to deal with diverse
life situations. The students need to
be trained to develop their emotional
quotient rather than just giving
weight to the intelligence quotient.

How do you promote or balance
extracurricular activities along

with academics in your school?

We give equal importance to both
scholastic and co-scholastic activities.
Students are continuously encour-
aged to take part in all co-curricular
activities offered. Not:only does this
strengthen the personality but also
greatly enhances the chances of ad-
mission to the best colleges.

In fact, every academic year begins
with an interesting activity where stu-
dents are ushered to arrive at a
SWOT analysis of themselves. Willy-
nilly, with each passing year, they get to
identify their Jikes and aptitudes better

and better. Four periods, every 1st
and 3rd Saturday, are reserved for co-
curricular activities. Here clubs offer
them a chance to choose the activity

of their choice. We hold special as-

semblies, literary activities, exhibi-
tions, inter-school competitions and
sports and annual days. This greatly

helps students acquire stretched hori- -

zons. Our Summer Internship Pro-
gramme for senior students also offers
children the opportunity to step out of
the classroom and take a taste of a
‘hands-on experience’ at an industry,

NGO, publishing house, hospital etc..

How is the learning mode in

your school —digital classroom
orinter-personal?

We lay emphasis on the theory of
Multiple Intelligence. We believe
that an interplay of distinct and di-

verse abilities and skills train young -

learners to examine and apply them-
selves effectively to problem-solving.
We use a methodology that encom-
passes all kinds of learning modes,
the digital classroom and library, in-
ter-personal, intra-personal, presen-
tations, excursions, experiential
learning, the buddy system, -circle
time, etc. We have now started exper-

.imenting with the cbncept of the
~flipped classroom.

What do you think is your school’s
contribution to education in Dethi?
Our school is a forerunner in educa-
tion. We practise innovations in peda-
gogy as an integral part of attempting
to improve our own knowhow. We
also believe in sharing our intellec-
tual and creative capital with other
schools. Our first initiative, Malhaar,

‘an inter-school music and dance

competition, provides a pulsating
platform. Our Dr Amidas Goradia
National Inter-school Debate in Eng-
lish and Hindi has now gone beyond
the borders of Delhi and NCR to in-
clude the participation of scheols
from across India. We sponsored the

‘Girton College, University of Cam--

bridge and The Indian School Essay
Competition’ some years ago.

Now the Foundation School (sis-
ter school of The Indian School), oper- -

ating as a day school under the sam
society and on the same premises, i§

reality. Its mid-morning start has’
found popularity amongst working

professionals in nuclear families. We™
‘actively train our children notjust to

develop as strong individuals but also
to make time for returning to the
community, as it were, some of what
they take. Our Citizenship Pro-
gramme and Shramdaan Daan pro-
ject effectively achieve just this.

How important is the role of
teachers as mentors or facilitators

in the modern learning scheme?
As can be seen, the function of the
teacher as a leader (often ‘omnipo-

" tent’) is being replaced by anew role
-as a companion, facilitator and a

partner in the acquisition of knowl-
edge. Ideally, teachers should be
able to motivate, even from a dis-
tance. They should act as observers
and not expect set answers from

" their students. One of the main tasks

of a teacher is to create a positive at-
mosphere for learning in which stu-
dents are provided with guidance in
developing their own individual
methods of study. Teachers, in this’
context, are about placing the emo-
tional, physical, psychological and
intellectual traits of their students in
harmony with each other. They are

- managers and organisers, or tutors

and mentors, but not ‘walking ency-
clopedias’, who know only one cor-
rect solution to the given task.

How can you contribute to the
development of the children in

- school?
- Toreinforce the academic curriculum

and instill a global vision, a series of
talks and workshops are regularly
held throughout the year. We invite .
eminent personalities from all walks
of life to interact with our childrenso
that they imbibe a wide world-view. -
Our students are exposed to personal-

ities like Sir Mark Tully and Patrick

French, Valson Thampu, Prof P C

Jain, Meenakshi Gopinath, Belinda

‘Wright, William Bissell, Shyam Divan -
and Madhavi Goradia-Divan. These -
invaluable interactions help to'stimu- - -
late the minds of the/students and
show them first-hand a palette of pos-
sibilities they can pursue. It is impor-
tant to provide an environment at

~ school which builds a conviction in

each child to consider the path best-
suited to him or her. No matter if it
means aroad less travelled.

,4 What is your vision for parent

participation in the school?

*'We share a very effective and happy
“relationship with our parents. In fact

right at the start, at the pre-primary

and primary levels, parents are in-

volved with our ‘Stai-of-the-Day’and®
‘Read-Aloud’ programmes.

At the other end of the spectrum,
Class X and XI parents help with
summer internships. Parentsare also
involved with our special evening ex-
cursions, where they are encouraged
to accompany the teachers and the
children to early evening cultural and
literary programmes in the city.
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Life in the

Well-known Assamese author Leena

Sarma talks about “A Melody in the
Wilderness'”, her ﬁm& novel in English

SANGEETA BAROOCAH
PISHAROTY

' Delhi-based Leena Sarma is

an established name in Assa-
mese literature. Besides be-
ing a senior officer in Indian
Railways, Sarma has been
regularly taking out time to
write novels and short sto-
ries. She has eight novels un-
der her name so far. “T joined
Assam Civil Service during
the heydays of Assam agita-
tion,in 1983. 1 was assigned to

" the Indian Railways Traffic

Service which entailed a 24-
hour job. One was expected to

rush teo an accident site or to -

the railway control on the
shortest notice.: So writing
became an escape route for
me from an otherwise tension

Jilled professional life says

Sarma, presently General
Manager, Centre for Railway
Information System.

Recently, Sarma took one
step further in her literary
graph by publishing her first
novel in English. In an inter-
view here, she expounds on
the triggers behind “A Melo-
dy in the Wilderness”, a novel
that zooms on American so-
ciety through the protagonist
of Indian origin, Gayatri, and
her gradual assimilation into
an alien country. Excerpts:

After writing eight nov-
els in Assamese, why did
you think of writing a nov-
el in English? ‘

It was an impulsive deci-
sion taken in 2011 T was in-
vited to the All India Women
Writers” Meet convened by

Sahitya Akademi in Gangtok
where I was to read my short

story and take questions from-

the audience. The time was
too short to leave it to one of
my friends for translation in-
to English, so I did it myself —
during my train journey from
Guwahati to New Jalpaiguri
and then the four-hour taxi
ride to Gangtok. The audi-
ence connected with it;some
even had tears in their eyes. I
felt confident about convey-
ing an emotion in English.

Then in 2012, I was select-
- ed by Sahitya Akademi to be

part of a litterateurs’ team to
Slovakia for which I had to
translate some of my stories
in to English. Though the trip
got caneelled finally, the-exer-
cise gave me a good grasp on

the language. 1t finally led me
to start writing my first novel.

My protagonist is a
woman from. Assam
who fought against
loneliness, fack of
hicher education,
financial constraints,
ete. in the wake of
her hushand leaving -
her for a white
woman and made it
big in the alien
country

in English.

What led vou to set your 7

plot in America and abowut
a Tamily from Assam in
that land of plenty, a fea-
ture not much explored by
Assamese writers?

I accompanied my husband
to America when he went
there on a Fulbright Fellow-
ship during 2000-01. 1t gave
me an opportunity to explore
that country. I got involved in
my son’s school as a parent

- volunteer, joined the commu-

nity centire in the township of
Pennsyivania State Universi-
ty, eic. It exposed me to many
situations and not all of them

were flattering about life i

America, America is a strange
combination of melting pot
syndrome and high arro-
gance. | met many Americans
who never planned a trip out-
side America. ‘What is there
to see elsewhere when we are
living in the best country?
was pretty common, I real-
ised there were many facets
of American life which could

be reflected through a story .

conceived against the coun-
try as a backdrop. _
My protagonist is a woman

from Assam who fought

against loneliness, lack . of
higher education, financial
constraints, etc. in the wake
ofher husband leaving her for
a white woman and made it

big in the alien country. Also,

I noticed many Indian par-
ents imposing Indian values
on their America-born chil-
dren. They faced a lot of re-
gistance from their children
who couldn’t feel much foran
entity far removed from their
realm of thought. I felt that it
was hypocrisy on their part to
tell the children to extract ev-

“erything from America but

continue to love the country
of their forefathers. I focused
on it extensively in the novel
Itis not a simple story of one
Indian woman, Though she is

there in every frame, America -

itself-becomes a character in
it.

What next?

I finished a book in Assa-

Leena Sarmea and (left) jocket

mese and one in English re-
cently. The English one is on
relationships — between man
and woman, and two women,
apsychological exploration of |
love, loss and friendship. The
Assamese one is a series of
stories about people sent to
kala paniin the Andamans. |
have written three others
novels with historical .
themes. My last one was on
the Chakma tribe in the Chit-
agong Hill Tracts of Bangla-
desh (“Surya Uthaa Desh”). |
It’s a moving story. On Au-
gust 15, 1947, the jubilant
Chakma people hoisted the
Indian flag in anticipation of :
their merger with India. But
on August 18, as per Radcliffe
award, the landmass went {o
Pakigtan. Then a sordid tale
of dispossession, pain and
loss began. I plan to translate
it to English. T also plan to
write a novel on militancy in
Assam,.
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IT- Madras joins CE. N

Shubashree Desﬂ{an

which'ig ‘part:of the Large

“Hadror Collider at CERN;is:
- famousforitsrole in the dis--
«.covery- of the Higgs Boson’

ak.a the god particle. It is
" expected to start collecting

..data: once :again around
- "March 2015 But thistime, it -
Swill-include: another mem-:

. ber from our énvirons -
CTIT-Madras. - 4
2 HT-Madras: has been ac-

" cepted as a full member of

the collaboratlon and is

: looklng forward ‘{0 make
i hestuse of the- opportumty i
Novv, PhDstudents from the

.:physms department Wlll ge
' to-work in the collider;un
The Compact Muon Sole—
noid (CMS) experiment; -

< 'data analysis; grid comput

periment. “Being connecte:

: ,more students a taste of th
power of fundamental re

‘mar-Behera of the physmsf
‘department of TIT-Madras, ;
.pointing out that this is the |

Airst 1T and;in fact;the first «
-institute from the southern

Hindu, Delhi
Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 7
Width: 16.59 cms, Height: 8.37 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.38.39

dergraduate studentscando  be

-short summer. projects at
CMS;: members:of physics

dle the radiation:and
creased rate of data t
which is wh'ei'e the gro
‘ “be::

computer science:and elec
trical “engineering ‘dep
mentsat TIT:M can work oz

een members, as also_De '
andPanjab Universities.
.. 'The key areas where the
ope toworkisin dataanal
‘sisand upgradmg of the
tector; according to
* Behera; who also feels th
 the experience of buildin
-up the silicon detector will
ome in useful in deve] topmg -
indigenous: téchnology in.
- medical (lmagmg) science
and R&D in general: At pre-
“senf, the-CMS experiment -
has gone up to 8 teraele

ing and: high-end: detecto
building related to the ex

will probe are: whether
Higgs boson will undergo
decay in B quarks, whe
there exist charged vers
‘of the Higgs particle; w]
would mean physicists:
“tolook beyond the st
‘model; whether dark m:
canbe prod ucedb i

experimentsand.

1o CERN: cah: give ~man;

search,” says Prafulla Ku




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
EERCCEL
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
AR W¥DR

Hindustan, Delhi
Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 8

Width: 12.19 cms, Height: 4.49 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.39.81

oy g e S st e
% foTers SIS & YA
R e e 6 e

RicEdt seiskasiil

S FR R WA

.Wﬁmﬁwﬁm

7 feeely | AT e e

e




PRESS Iiqu;\;l_[ATlON BUREAU HlndUStan, DelhI
GOVERNAIEE OF INDL Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 8
PART BN
Width: 3.98 cms, Height: 5.76 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.39.82

Héﬁﬁﬁléﬂtﬁ’rmarﬁ%ﬁ
asmaaaaicﬂané‘rwgﬁrémﬁ |
&Y e W § 0 el

<l B9 & for R

- T R ST AT AfdqR BT
I GIE g E 1T 17 Fied ol
3R T 13 AT BT | 57§ 3
0§ ¥ foeel] o 31 df 390
aﬁaﬁﬂsmaﬁmﬁwﬁﬁﬁr
WEegeruet |




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
EERCCEL
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
AR W¥DR

Hindustan, Delhi
Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 8
Width: 12.62 cms, Height: 12.53 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.39.83

o e | caft
EREIRR G cault s BT
TR <1 @it fomar &1 e &

SR WERd T UieuwE o

Sifrar s SR W A S RN
TR R
R e, S
WG WA G <Rl Yeileh 91
giafR 2 = R o € 3
e H AN oS T § eI
TR B | TS IR R 3T
ST O BUN 378 Sl § e
B ! ST ST A R A
U & ereireT B B H e
T fem g | R R e T )

Wﬁm@ﬁqﬂ?%w :

FrAad T e e
'ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ@a%ﬂéwﬁﬁﬁ

oErfE 2011 U gERlA T T

TR R & | o TR A
T i I ST HEEE H5
T & | e S o e

T3 ¥ o T TEATE 0 T SRR

T feeell A <o @ vo sRimw
T wfer R 0 3
Y gl AReT S T S

| SRR W aR.
‘ mewﬂ@w ‘

S T, T b T R
wmﬂwﬁ%laﬁaﬂ%ﬁw
ST T A ) o ST
T g @ Y FE
Sk %’H@’qﬁ ST % T W
T B k| US| E e e k]
FER G, e T Feb Hrope] eereet
e o1 Ioeie i 81

i




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

% e Rt Economic Times , Delhi
GOVERNMENT Of INnIA Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 1
PART BN
Width: 3.77 cms, Height: 8.89 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.41.12

Days afferthe
. government
%9a droppedGerman
as the third language in
Kendriya Vidyalava .
schools, CBSE is settoissue
awarningtoallits affil-
_iated institutions about
teachingaforeignlanguage
~ asoneof threecompulsory
‘languages in class, reports-. .
 Ritika Chopra. CBSEwill -
issue a circular this week
reiterating the three- -
~ Ianguageformula m; ¥
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ethi University's Dept
fSanskrit seems ser
ous about the Aryan M-
rationtheory.David
rawley, head of Ameri-
anlInstitute of Vedic -~
tudies in New Mexico,
jill defiver the firstlec- -
ureonthison Monday
 examiningthe Aryan~
~ Theory “in fight of textu- -
- alevidences” Fireworks
.areexpected at the
“event. Watch this

- space for more.
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Board set to issue a warning to all its affiliated

| lnstltutlons about teachlng a foreign Ianguage as one of three compulsory languages in class

Ritika.Chopra@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Daysafter the government
dropped German as the third language
in Kendriya Vidyalaya schools, the
Central Board of Secondary Educaticn
is set to issue a warning to all its affili-
ated institutions about teaching a for-
eignlanguage as one of three compul-
sory languages in class. The CBSE, as
per government sources, will issue a
circular this week reiterating the
three-language formula, which states
that secondary stage students should
also be taught a modern Indian lan-
guage apart from English and Hindi.
The three-language formula, en-
shrined in the national education poli-
cy, has been at the centre of a contro-
- versy stemmed from the HRD

ministry’sdecision tonotrenewamem-

orandum of understanding withthe
- MaxMuellerBhawan to teach German
as the third language to Kendriya
Vidyalaya students from classes VIto

VIIL It turned into a diplomatic issue
when German Chancellor Angela
Merkel raised it with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the sidelines of the
G20 summit in Brishanerecently.

HRD Minister Smriti Irani has justi-
fied the move on the ground that the
agreement was a contravention of the
provisions of the
three-language for-
mula. Her ministry
has so far refused to
soften its stand even
* though German
::';'g';da':::ta"' Ambassador to India,
from English& ‘Michael Steiner, has
Hindi: CBSE told ET thattheIndian

governmeni willfinda

“practical” solution to the issue.

A CBSE official said the board had
about five years ago issued an advisory

Secondary
stage students
should also be
taught a mod-

toschoolstostick tothe ﬂ'lreelanguage,
“formula. “But the truth is that it is not

being implemented effectively across

the country. With the KV (Kendriya .

\dealaya) isstie bringing this problem

to the fore again, the board will now re-
iteratetheformula toallaffiliated insti-
tutions, expecting them to correct the
inconsistencies with the national edu

* cational policy” said the person, who

requested nottobenamedbecauseheis

not authorised to speak to the media.
It’s not clear whether the board will

ask private schools to discontinue the

practice of teaching a foreign lan-
- guage as the third language immedi- -

ately or whether, unlike KV schools,
they will be given time to phase itout.
Mostprivate schoolsthat ET spoketo
did not want to comment on the issue
unless the circular is issued formally.
“Someonehasmadeamistakeand it’s
not the schools,” said the principal of a

privateschoolhere, “Somewhereovera -
periodof time theunderstandingof the -
three languageformulahasgotdiluted, -

but you can’'t have a kneejerk reaction
to that. You can’t correct a wrong over-

night unless it’s a life-and-death situa-

tion and schools should also be given

" timeto implement achange gradually” B

still No Clarity
IT°6 NOT CLEAR WHETHER
the board will ask private
schools to discontinue

the practice of teaching

a foreign language as the
third language immaedi-
ately or whether, unlike KV
schools, they will be given
time to phase it out

' & Someone has made a: m|s ke and it's not the
“schools. Somewhere over a penod of time the
‘ understandsng of the three- -language: formula has got -

diluted, but you can't have a knee:|
“that. You can't correct a wrong overnight uniess it'sa
R life-and-death situation and schools should also be
- giventime to implement a change gradually
: A principal of a well- know I

vate school in Delhl
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Irani says no
to making
Sanskrit must

RD minister Smriti Ira.- =
. ﬁ.m on Sunday dismissed -
charges that education was |
being saffronized even as
she turned down demands. :
that Sanskrit be made com-
pulsory in the curriculum,  :
reports PTI. o
Trani said the three- lanm :
guage formula was very .
- clear that any of the 23 Indi-
an languages listed in'::
- Schedule 8 of the Constitu-
tion, including Sanskrit,
- couldbeoptedfor. Shereiter-
ated that German would be |
taughtas aforeignlanguage, . :
“..we are teaching French,
we are teaching Mandarin,
we teach German in the
sameway,” shesaid.P7
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DU grad, card agent held for murder b1d

Times News NEI'WORK ‘

New Delhi: A Delhi Universi-
ty graduate and a credit card
agent have been arrested for
their involvement in several
cases of robbery and attempt
tomurder.
Policesaid theduo, AliMo-
hammed and Vijender, are
- partof.a gang of dacoits and

planned to ehmmate their ri-
vals lodged in Tihar Jail: A
tennis ball with 11 surgical
blades hidden inside it has al-
so.been seized, Police said the
accused used to throw such
tennis balls inside the jail
complex toinitiatea gang war.

“The men were nabbed af-
ter a team led by DCP Dinesh

Gupta- received -information -

that the men: would come to

Uttam Nagar’s Shish Ram
Park area with arms and am-

munition. A loaded impro-:
vised 9mm pistol with fivelive
cartridges and a 7.62mm pis-

tol have been seized,” addi-:
tional CP (crime) Ashok ”

Chand. The men were booked -

under the Arms Act and po-

-lice -aré-trying to ascerfain:::

" where they procured the 9mm -
pistolfrom asitismostly used
bypoliceagencies. .
During interrogation, the
-men told police they used to
throw tennis balls with blades
_insidethe complex of: -jail 8 so
* that thstr Trivads Bad wéap™
ons to take on rivals: Police

*suspect some guards or jail of-
fiecials toalso be involved: -
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New Delhi: The number of
pre-placement - offers—espe-

cially big ticket ones, flowing

into Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Delhi, is “unusually
high” this year Six had in-

Rs 92 Iakh per head. Four oth-
ersinterned at Deutsche Bank;
three gotjobsoutof it.

With the high rate of “con-
version” in ‘day-one compa-
nies’ and the sizes of offers,

students expect a good season |

of placements this Decembern
“The number of offers per
company is likely to be higher
as the conversion from intern-
ship to jobs has been really
.high this year,” says Shivansh
Aggarwal, head of OT-Delhi’s
Student Affairs Council. The
total pre-placement offers
made before the beginning of
formal placement season may
be much higher though not
necessarily aglucrative.
Typically, the highest-pay-

ing jobs are the coding ones
and at banks and consultan-
cies; these are called in on the
first day of placements. “The
core companies are the techni-
cal ones and usually they can’t
match the packages offered by

‘the finance and consultancy

-sector.  Many students get
terned at Samsung Korea and .

all six have been offered jobs at
an annual cost-to-company of |

swayed away from the techni-
caifield. We can’t stop students
from accepting and there may
be family pressure. But we do
call core companies on day-
one,” says dean, students’ af-
fairs, SK Gupta. .
As opposed to the practice
justabouteverywhereelse, IIT-

- Delhi is reluctant to reveal

placement information. Ex-
plaining this unusual reti-

;

cence, Gupta says, “CTC fig-
ures can be misleading and it
also puts other kids in a lot of
pressure.”

Despite the size of the pay-
cheques, many students
choose {0 opt out. Several ITs
‘have introduced the provision
of “deferred placement” but in
Delhi, it will serve as a safety-
net for those taking the risk of
joining a start-up. Only those
who opt-out of regular place-
menttotrytheirhand at entre-
preneurship or join start-ups
will be allowed to defer.

The batch that’ll be placed
in December 2015 will have to

- put in their requests for defer-

ment along with the plan for
their startup in January “A
panel will look in to the plan
and accordingly permit or de-
ny” explains Aggarwal. “We
did this because those coming
back after two years will im-
pact the placement of all the
students signing up that year,”
adds Aggarwal. At the same
time, it may make parents
nervous about their kids forgo-
ingstablejobsfor start-upsless
resistant to the idea.
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‘Gérmaﬁ‘WiI!
Be Taught As
3rd Language’ -

New Delhi: Taking on her
critics, human resource de-
velopment minister Smriti
Irani on Sunday dismissed
. charges that education was
being saffronized even as
“she turned down demands
that Sanskrit be made com-
pulsory in the curriculum.
" “Those who accuse me of
" being an RSS mascot or RSS
representative possibly want
to deflect the attention from
the good work that we have
done... this agenda will be
flagged and I will be whipped
foraslongasthereisaneedte
keep attention diverted away
from the good work. I am
ready for it. I have no prob-

| being an RSS mascot possibly want

| to deflect the attention from the

| good werk... | will be whipped for

| as long as there is a need to keep
attention diverted... | am ready for it

| SMRITIHIRANI.
{ HRD MINISTER

lem,” she said in New Delhi.
Answering questions on
the controversial decision to
replace German with San-
skrit as the third language in
some 500 Kendriva Vidya-
layas, Irani said teaching of
German under an MoU
signed in 2011 hadbeen invio-
lation of the Constitution. An
investigation has already
beenlaunched tofind out how
the MoU came to besigned.
Responding to demands
that Sanskrit be made a com-

pulsory language, the minis-
tersaid thatthethreelanguage
formula was very clear that
any of the 23 Indian languages
listed in Schedule 8 of the Con-
stitution could be opted for:

.. Butshereiterated that Ger-
man will continue to be taught
asaforeignlanguage. “...weare
teaching French, we are teach-
ing Mandarin, we teach Ger-
man in the same way. For the
life of me, I can’t understand
why people are not under-
standing whatlam saying.” pn
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Mere political correctness cannot solve the controversy overdenyéng
women students membership of Aligarh Muslim University's -
Maulana Azad Library -

MOHAMMAD -ASIM SIDDIOUI

ike the rest of Indla

Ahgarh is alse wit-
,nessing ‘a churmng‘
. %of different opin-
ions, dialects and discourses,

Gender discourse is a major
ingredient in this churning,
and political correctness has
become a necessity in all pub--
lic ufterances. A positive that
has emerged from the rise of a
culture of political correct-

‘ness is a greater sensitivity

towards women issues. How-
ever, the challenges before
feminism in India are also
monumental.

The ground reality in In-
dia offers a dismal picture,
The gap between the ideals
and the lived reality is wide.
Feminism has to tread with
caution ‘in :a scenaric where
riots break out at the slightest
provocation, wherethe bogey -
of Love Jihad can be easily
created, where rape can be
used as a weapon of control,
and where serious’lapses: of
law and order occur on a reg-
ular basis. The recent debaté
between the secular and the
rehglous has acquired a new:
turn in which the dominant
view is that the hold of reli=
gion .on the lives of people

" from all walks of lifé-and fol-

lowmg different faiths is too
strong, Feminist discourse
has had a conflictual relation-

secularism, also faces the
threat of being co-opted by

. the fundamentalists of - the

other religious views.
‘Feminism itself can be-

_come. a fundamentalism. It
c¢an lose sight of other sensi-

tivities, both religious- and
cultural. ‘It can also some-

times be in a great hurry, im-

patient to effect . changes,
intolerant of the other view, a
sight that we see too often in

TV debates.

The recent uproar on the
issue of membership of girls

to Aligarh Muslim Universi-

ty's Maulana Azad Library
has to be seen in relation to
the conflict of feminism with
culture. AMU Women’s Col-
lege started as-a school in
1906, became an intermedi-
ate’college in 1929 and, be-

came part of AMU i1 1936. It.
‘has:-seen:a series of strugg]es

“This- institution was opened
.due to the efforts of Shaikh

Abdullah (lovingly called Pa-
pa Mian) who came to Ahgarh

* from Kashmir and took tothe.-
cause” of - Muslim. women’s
educatlon (no relation’to the-

Abdullahs” of Kashmir).: To-

dayitis one of the constltuent‘ ‘

colleges of the university, but

‘because of its different histo-
ryand because of spec1ﬁc cul-
it--has an
: ldentlty of its own. It is locat-

tural reasons,

ed in a separate’ building ‘ap-

_proximately three kilometres
“‘away from the main universi- 7
"ty campus. At:oné timé this =
distarice - 1ncluded deserted '
’streets where DOW We have_

residential colonies. The col-
lege is attached to a cluster of

 hostels known as Abdullah
Hall, for undergraduate stu-

dents. Though a part of the
university, the college has a
separafe system of govern-
ance. Girls attend classes sep-
arately; they appear for their
exams separately; they have
their separate extra-curricu-
lar programmes. They also

have a separate Students.
" Union elected by the under-

graduate girl students. They
are taught by a faculty spe-

. cially appointed. Though it is

not required, it is mostly
women faculty who teach at
Abdullah College. -

The college works like an
all-female college whereas
the undergraduate male stu-
dents of the university attend
their classes in an’ all-male

the - various

their moorings in the study-

friendly precincts of AMU"

Women’s College:
The coilege has a nch 11—

,Femlmsm ltself Can
become a

fundamentahsm

: have found’

brary which has mosﬂy
served the needs-of its under-

graduate students. If needed;

books are easily. procured by
the library authiorities from
the Maulana Azad Library.

In the last few years a de--
mand has often come from' -
the:students of the college.

that they be permitted mem-
bership of Maulana Azad Li-
brary. The demand often
becomes strident when a new
students’ union assumes of-

fice. Many media reports and

television discussions seem
to suggest that it is a case of
gender discrimination. Even
the HRD Ministry sought a

-clarification from the univer-. &

sity on whether it has a sep-

arate policy for boys and girls.

The university on its part
clarified that it has no policy

- in any sphere which discrimi-
‘kind "of «college. ‘It is only at ’
the postgraduate level ‘and”
professional -
courses that co-education is’
the norm. Girls from both

;conservatlve and neoconser-

vative families

nates'’betiween its studentson

the basis of gender. It has cit-
ed the issue of space and the
distance of the college from

the main campus as an impor-
tant reason why it cannot ac-~
commodate | ' the

3,undergraduate glris Lack of
space is surely a:serious issue

as the library has to cater to
the needs of -its 28,000
students.

~The. opponents of thls
v1ew_ ask why space should be

-:the reason to deny girls the

membership of the library. A

- more theoretical question of
-.the visibility of women in
. public spaces is the concern

here. It seems that_ femlmst

st .
INTHEE

pragmatism often do not
share the same space. In pure
theoretical terms, feminism
has had an impressive jour-

ney from the idea of generat-

ing thinking about women’s
rights to creating equal op-
portunities for women. How-
ever, in its journey to achieve
complete equality of sexes it
has” to reckon with even
stronger culture and history-
specific pressures. Adminis-
trative prudence also some-
times - requires  decisions
which go against the idea of

complete equality of the sex-

es. However, it works both
ways. o

Thus recently, boys of Se-
nior Secondary School Boys

(+2) at AMU had a complaint .

functioned as an all-female
college. For historical and
cultural reasons also, the col-
lege has been an all-female
institution. In his letter ad-
dressed to the approximately
4000 parents of the girls of
Women’s College (10 June

2013), Lt. General Zameer
Uddin Shah, AMU vice chan-

i - cellor, asked . their opinion-

DTS ST ‘“‘“‘“MaulanaAzaszbrary atAlzgarh
Muslzm Umverszty PHOTO: RAJEEY BHATT

that they are not permitted to" -

come on a scooty/scooter, a
luxury permitted to their
counterparts in Senior Sec-

ondary School Girls. In the.

same way, the library mem-

bership of the students of

Boys’ Polytechnic at the Uni-
versity has been withdrawn.

~ However, another ques-
tion -that can be debated is

whether an educational insti-
‘tution can be forced to dis-
card the system of separate.
education and follow the’

principle of coeducation.
Coeducation is” the norm in
most educational institu-
tions, but there are any num-
ber of all-male and all- female .
colleges in the country. AMU"

about giving “unrestricted
freedom to their children to
leave the premises of Wom-. .
en’s College” and “visit the
Maulana Azad Library and
outside coaching classes”. To
his surprise, only one parent -
wanted him to do so. Itis true
that ' the . perspective of the
adult girl students cannot be -
ignored, but the ‘'VC of the

- university hasto act asan ad~ -
“ministrator who cannot ig-"
‘nore the ground reality of the -
.. place and also as'a guardjan
. who has the trust of the par-

" rents of the girls to take ad- ‘

- ‘- ministrativé decisions.

The outcome of this de-
bate is that the university is
trying to find ways and means
to increase the space:in the .
library. It hopes to get sup-
port from the HRD Ministry

in this challenging endeav=
“our. However, as and when .

the membership of the Mau-
lana Azad Library is thrown . .
open to the students of Wom-
en’s College — and it should”

“:be sooner than later — it will
- be.a historic day. Not because

of the solution to'the problem
of space, but because of the

. right of girl students to move
“in public spaces. In other '

words, to exercise agency. -
(The authorisis an assoc1-‘_

ate professor of English:, at

AIzgarh M uslzm Umverszty)

Women’s College has so far“ -

g
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n an academic career

spanning over five déecades,

Jagdish N Sheth has written

mere than 40 books that have
transformed the way compames
governments and
consumers have gone
about their affairs. In his
most recent work — The
Acc:dental Scholar (Sage
india), his autobiography — Sheth
recalls his extraordinary journey as
a thought leader. In an e-interview
with Business Line, he talks about
life, work and business. Edited
excerpts:

in his foreword to your
autobiography, Philip Kotler
tells us that you never wanted
to be a pure theorist. Why?

All theories are contextual, For ex-
ample, why do people in some
countries drink as few as 64 bot-
tles of Coca Cola per

year while

Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.37.101

(in) other countries (they) drink

_ asmuch as 400 bottles of the bev-

erage? Two factors explain all the
differences. They are climate and
age. Thus, the. lowest consump-

- tion is in Sweden and the highest

is in Mexico. When the context
" changes, so do theories.
For example, through
space’ explorations, - we
are redefining the' cos-
mos and revising the the-

ory of relativity. Similarly, with-

new archaeological” discoveries,
we are revising ‘our theories
about human evolution. Finally,
we are now experiencing the im-
pact of the smartphones on sever-
al marketing theories related to
advertising and communication.

Yes, and that seemed to have
influenced how consumers
behave as well — an area you
have observed for decades. -

It has become more and more
personalised. Today, more fam-
ilies live as if they are room-
mates. [ call it a Roommate

. to do things together.

ent times and in the
evening, each per-
son is engaged in

the internet. In
short, * the ‘household,

replaced with the indi-
. vidual consumer as a.,
unit of analysi

- Family.:Nobody has time

Each one eats at differ-

their ‘own world -
whether. it is televi-.
sion, social media or

/ asa unit of analysis is-

is like a wild rive
It needs to be tamed by the spirit of creating value for society, says thmkerjagdlsh N Sheth

the rnarketer to the consumer. It . .

is the consumer who is in charge

- of acompany’s brand.

Consumers - are . becoming
marketers and producers. Finally,
consumers of today are more

-aware of global trerids in fashion,
foods and fun. There is increasing -
- interest in the fusion of the East

with- the. West in foods, music;
arts, culture and spirituality. In
India, the generation gap is-now
down to less than ten years. To-
day, the older sister is unable to
relate to the younger sister.

How is technology dlsruptlng
marketing today?

Technology has always played a
significant role in transforming
the marketing function. Rail-

roads and automobiles trans-’

formed the distribution func-
tion. Also, modern packaging and
design transformed the brands
and products.

However, nothing compares to
_the disruptive and transforma- -

tive role played by smartphones

and the' internet. Tt is simply .

amazing to'see how e-commerce
companies such as ‘Flipkart and

Amazon have become much-big-

ger, much faster than traditional
retailers. .
In fact, a]l-four Ps of marketing

.(product, price, place and promo: ;.
' tion) are radically impacted- by

‘the internet and mobile phones:

The urban-rural divide in‘market-"
ingis dlsappearlng faster than we*“

had 1mag1ned

Al"o today’ youth are aspiring
to become ' entrepreneurs and

Today, moreé families
as if they are roommate
Nobody has time to d
‘together. The household'as a-
‘unit of analysis has been-
replaced’ by the individual
consumer ’

" 'JAGDISH N SHETH"
Thinker” .

create ‘unprecedential’ wealth in-
stead of settling for a corporate
career with incremental promo-

tion and seniority.

. Therealdifferenceis notlack of

vopportumty Iti$ lack of initiative

or entrepreneurship. Fortunately,
in India we are blessed with en-

trepreneurs.In fact, most success- .

ful entrepreneurs are usually col-

- lege dropouts and they are not

suited to a corporate career.

But inevqualityvis rising faster. Is

‘there something inherently

wrong about capitalism?

. Inequality has increased dramat:

ically ‘because capitalism has
been unbounded and is without
checks -and ‘balances. We have
generated ‘more millionaires in
the last two decades than in-the
last two centuries. )

At the same time, the safety net

for the working class is- disap- .
pearing with budget cuts and re-
duction in social Benefits such as
: healthcare ‘and ediication. Raw
- capitalism has always resulted in

market failures because it invar-
iably results in economic bubbles

s whether it is for corn or real es-
.. tate or stock markets. e

Capitalism is like a wild river

- and candestroy the habitat if i itis' >

not tamed. It needs to be guided”
by something else such as: pur—'
K pose and giving back..

- The old adage of “doing well by

*- doing good” is never moré appro--
- ‘priate than today. It is, therefore, -
‘ot Surprising to'see influential
“ economists such as Michael Por-
“ter advocating ‘shared value’ as a

better purpose of capitalism than
just shareholder value.

we must encourage dignity of 1a-

-0 many, istheland of

tunities. Can India can

become one? : ;
will require three thmgs First

bour. It means as much respect
for manual labour as for intellec-
tual excellence. This will require

social reform: more than govern-'
-ment policy.

Second, we must ignite entre-
preneurship by creating the eco-
system in which entrepreneurs
can survive and thrive. It means
scaling the business -through
largescale science and technolo-
gy parks. And, to some extent, we
have done this in software servic-
es, cut diamonds and Bollywood

films. We can do a lot more, how-
. ever. Entrepréneurship is the real

competitive advantage of a na-

tion. It is highly valued and nur- -
tured in the US in contrast with

Japan and Korea. -

Finally, we need to replace se-
niority with merit and nurture
individual creativity and excel-
lence by reducing bureaucracy
and red tape, not just in the Gov-
ernment but also in educational
institutions and public as well as
private corporations.

The best way to flatten bureau-'

" cracy is computerisation and au-

“ tomation  of . processes
,procedures, ’

s

.Should the state invest more in
education, or canthe prlvate ‘
* sector do that? -
In India, we have more theoreti-
-cal educatlon in science, technol-

ogy, engineering and math

* (STEM). This ‘has resulted in the‘y
employability gap between’ the .

graduates and the employers:

in ‘manufactur-

mented more than most coun-
tries in higher education over the
past six decades.

andf

.

E ;Therefore the state mustinvest -
‘intéchnical and vocational edi:
“cation to become a global centre’
‘of excellence
'lngWe must éncotirage experi-
mentation with diverse ‘models
~of investing in'ediication. - ~
« Fortunately, India has experi-
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SMRITI SAYS
‘SAFFRONISA
OF EDUCATION

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE |
New Delhi, 23 November ‘ z

0
0

Takingon her cr1tlcs HRﬁ)
Minister Smritilrani today :
dismissed chargesthatedu-
cation was being saffto-
nised even as she turned
down demands that San
skrit be made compulso:ry
in the curriculum. :
German will contmuefte
be taught as a foreign lan-
guage, she iterated. |
“Those who accuse me of
being a RSS mascot or RSS
representative possibly want
todeflect the attention from
the good work we have
done... this agenda wil] be
flagged and I will be Whlpped
for as long as there is a
need to keep attention dwert
ed from good work. I'm
ready for it. Thave no prob-
lem,” she said. |
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nskrit won’t be made

‘compulsory, say’s Smriti

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
"NEW DELHI, NOV. 23

Human resources develop-
~ment minister Smriti Irani
“on Sunday dismissed the
charge that the country’s

education system  was
being “saffronised”, and
rejected  demands  for

Sanskrit to be made com-
pulsory in the curriculum.

“Those who accuse me of

being a RSS mascot or RSS
representative possibly
want o deflect attention
from the good work we
have done... This agenda
will he flagged and I will be
whipped for as long as
there’s a need to keep atien-
tion diverted from the good
work. T am ready for it. I
have no problem,” the min-
ister said.

HRD minister Smriti Irani in
New Delhi on Sunday. — P77

Referring to the decision
to replace German with
Sanskrit as the third lan-
guage in around 500
Kendriya Vidyalayas, Ms
Irani said the teaching of
German under an MoU
signed in 2011 was in viola-
tion of country’s laws. “An
investigation has been
launched to find out how
the MoU came to be
signed,” she said.

¢ Pm not a mascot
of RSS, peoplie are
targeting me due to
good work: Minister

Teo demands that Sanskrit
be made a compulsory lan-
guage, the minister said the
three-language  formula
was clear — that any of the
23 Indian languages listed
i< Schedule- 8 of the
Coxstitution could be opted
for. She also reiterated
German will continue to be
taught as a foreign lan-
guage. “We're ieaching
French, we teach Man-
darin, we teach German the
same way. For the life of
me, I can’t understand why
people don’t understand
what I'm saying.”

# More on Page 4
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DU workmg on one module

for cos

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE" -

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

THE Delhi University’s Cluster In-
novation Centre (CIC)is creatinga

“working module” to run commu- -

nity radios in India. DU is planning
to propose the module to the Min-

. istry of Information and Broadcast- -

ing as a universal model to be ac-

cepted in the form of structured

guidelines for such stations.

‘Project coordinator Saleem
Mir said while there are over 170
community radio stations in India,
rarely are they found to be operat-
ing successfully.

“In the ratrace between main-
stream FM channels, these radios
. lose out and so do the communi-
~ ties. Often they find content on
other channels to be too general

and not related to their needs. On

other occasions, mainstream me-
dia outlets communicate in a lan-

%@éﬁ% ‘é%%@ @%: §>i§
mmmmﬁg radio station
m@@% suggestions from

wperts will be be sought
%@@‘5@?@ it is proposedto
Ministry of Information
and Broadeast.

guage aliento them,” he said. ~

The module will be tested at -

DU’s community radio station and
suggestions from experts in the in-
dustrywill be be sought before itis

proposed to the Ministry, Mir said.

* Mirsaid inadequate research
had been conducted in the area,
despite its importance, and conse-
quently there were no working-
models that could be used by the
various community radios. For-

unity radm statlons

- meér engmeer 1n~chlef of Door-

darshan is also working on the -
project with CIC.

- Mir said while it was difficult
to formulate an “universal” module
for community centres across the
country, the project was looking to

_understand ways in which commu-

nity radio stations could benefit
from measures such as increased
community participation, generat-
ing funds, involving listeners and
developing content.

The team visited and studied

“practices at’ different. community

radio StathQSf“CMS Radio (Luc-
know), Deccan: Radio (Hyder-

-abad), Jamia Radio and Apna Ra-

dio in Delhi and Gurgaon Ki

“Awaaz (Gurgaon),

Now, it plans to conduct sut-
veys in the areaswhere the radio

‘stations operate. The proposal will

also include a training module for
volunteers and staff at the stations.
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| think
processes
should not
differ just
because you
\ 2re a minister

— Smriti irani
HRD minister
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‘CABEto
decide future
of Class 10
board exams’

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, NOV. 23

Human resources develop-
ment minister Smriti Irani
on Sunday dismissed the
charge that the country’s
education system was
being “saffroniséd”, and
rejected demands = for
- Sanskrit to be made com-
pulsory in the curriculum. -
Ms Irani said while
rolling back the Four Year
Undergraduate - Progra-
mme-of Delhi University,
~..she never had:in mind
-which:region.-or religion _
tieys (thet studeist

o hiave anew national edu-

ation policy; the delibera- -

ion of which would start

ext:year, she said the exer-

~cise would be exhaustive in

‘ndfure._and involve - all
stakeholders, besides acad-

" emicians and experts, who'
are directly impacted by it.

“For the first time, in the
history of our nation, an
initiative will be undertak-

“en where the citizen will

.-also be engaged on this pol-
icy because education poli-
cy when wearrive upon it
will :have an. impact for
generations.

Asked about the demands
for re-introduction of
Class 10 board examina-
tions, Ms Irani merely said
that the decision has to be
taken by CABE.

Meanwhile, the minister
said that it did not help

- that she was India’s educa-
tion minister as she had to’
appear in an interview to
get her children admitted
to a school like any other
parent who goes through
this nightmare.

“Oh yes. I actually got
interviewed. When I came
from Mumbai to Delhi, the
first one month, I tried to

. work a balance between
work and home. I just
could not because I barely
had six hours to go to
Mumbai. It was a difficult
shift because my family
never lived here and the
first thing we did before we
came is to give an inter-
view as parents — got
grilled by teachers and
principal and then the chil-

~dren were grilled,” she

- said.

She of course did not
mind her grilling at the
school.



PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
TS I Bt
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
ARA BN

Deccan Herald, Delhi
Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 2

Width: 7.96 cms, Height: 9.63 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.35.20

Online courses getting popular

+= India bas officially

## jumped on to the open
online courses bandwagon
with the government an- .
nouncing Swayam, an ini-
tiative that aims at provid-
ing affordable and quality.
education to citizens for
free, reports IANS,

The move is a welcome
step in India, which battles
a shortage of infrastructure
and qualified teachers in
higher education, with the
model also having the po-
tential to democratise high-
er education, experts say.

MOOCs or massive open
online courses is a system
aimed at unlimited partici-
pation and open access via
the web. It does not always
quantify as formal educa-
tion but provides a plat-
form to study quality cours-

es from institutions offer-
ing them, usually for free.

The government had an-
nounced the programme as
part of the initiatives un-
dertaken by the Ministry of
Human Resource Develop-
ment (HRD) in its first 100
days in office with the aim
to reach out to 10 million
students.

HRD Minister Smriti
Irani said that the initiative
was undertaken in the light
of concerns expressed over
the quality and affordabili-
ty of education.

She also said that an In-
dianised version has been
provided to students. Wel-
coming the initiative, ex-
pertssaid that the availabil-
ity of the model was a
“great asset” for motivated
students,
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No loony ideas, please

Y gy

“ds are usually a combi-

t first sight,
German.
seems. a for-
midable lan-

to:
study And 1t 1s 11ke any

foreign language But
there is a.remarkable :

logic and simplicity to it,
which is not to be found
in-say, French or Eng-
lish. For one thing, ‘the
pronunciation is far

more - logical than the .
‘other two — what you -

see is ‘what you say. In
English, P-U-T is pro-
nounced ‘differently

from B-U-T; in German,

this 'will not' happen.
French. pronunciation,
of course, can drive one
round the bend. Gramm--
atical rules too are fairly

rigid;- with -the verb.-
i atways.in -thensesond

.place. AndGerman wo

nation of two: separate
words, retaining the
meanings of both — in
other words, a literal
combination. Makes life
much simpler for those
who are ready to put in
the time and effort to
study, as 1 tried to_do
some years ago. The
effort is very rewarding,
since this reveals up
some of the most beauti-
ful and evocative words,
such as Schadenfreude,
ie. gloating at someone
else’s misery.
Schadenfreude is not
what is one feeling for
the nearly 70,000 odd

children — and their
parents — studying in
Kendriya Vidyalaya sch-

ools all over the country.
They have been left in
the lurch, thanks to a
short-sighted  and arbi-
trary decision of the hu-
man resources ministry
to do away with German
in those schools and
replace it with Sanskrit,
The HRD minister Smr-
iti Trani did not wait to
recommend this from
the next academic year,
when the parents could
have some time to pre-
pare for it — this gov-
ernment believes in

some MNC

decisive, swift action,
not in boring and long-
winded committees and
their recommendations.
No sir, this had to be
done now and .immedi-
ately, never mind how it
would . affect thousands
of kids.. As is this gov-
ernment’s wont; neither
the minister nor anyone
else bothered to explain

“the rationale of this step

or the manner in which
it will be executed.

:Which leaves room for

speculation —: is it to
please "Sanskrit lobby-

. ists, who-are now becom-
ing more vocal, saying-

things like “Those Who
do ‘not know ' Sanskrit
are not true Indians?” Is
this. part of the. cam-

.paign.— whose,contours, .
aveshowiNisible —11i8b
sichanging 4he, coUNtrysy:
-education system, bring-

ing_ m more “Indian val-
ues” and greater nation-
alism? Is the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak  Sangh.
advising Ms Trani about
what she should do? We
can only guess. .
Some hints are avail-
able — Ms Irani, known
for being a voluble and
stout- defender of the

- BJP and Narendra Modi

during pre-election
debates on television,
where she used to wag
her finger at the other
panelists, has gone
rather silent. But has
said - that countries
which teach in their
mother tongues have
higher -GDP. Really? Is
there hard data to prove
that? Yes, she said, she
had read some study by
software
company. This sounds
quite similar to what the
proponents of Sanskrit
say. What no one tells us

_is how learning German

- obstructs national
growth or indeed child
development. -Even if

one disregards the joys
of studying a new lan-
guage — at school kids
are more focused on
grades rather than eso-

teric pleasures of a new

vocabulary — knowl-
edge of German can only
add to a child’s employ-
ment potential, giving
her many more opportu-
nities in life. Sanskrit is
a remarkable language
too, the root of a whole
range of languages, and
its study should be
encouraged; the problem
arises when it is equated
with the idea of being
Indian and when it is
imposed on children by
exécutive fiat.

Ms Irani will surely
know that it took many
years to fine-tune the lan-
guage teaching formula
in schools — the states
and the -Centre both
worked closely to reach a
compromise that would
ensure fairness to..both

" students and to lan-

guages and despite some
inherent problems, it
has worked well. The

states have most control

over what is taught in
their  regional schools
and they are not going to
brook Central interfer-

..ence, (though the .BJP
- BOVerme

nts; sma anot
esist.) . The HRD a;mms—
ter has, therefore, started
with the 1.000-0dd"
Kendriya Vidyalayas and
now, given that the right-
wingers, who seem to
have the prescriptions
for and the monopoly on
nationalism have their
eye on the Central Board
for Secondary Education,
will probably move to
impose her writ there. It
is  going to open old
wounds and create havoc
for schoolchildren.

It is not going to stop
here. Already the likes
of Uma Bharati are talk-
ing of bringing in Sans-
krit as an intermediato-
ry language, between
English and Hindi. The
idea is to gradually un-
dermine the importance
of English, which is seen
as “foreign.” Before long

While the PM asks
for investment, his
government shuts
the doors to for-
eign languages ~—
the idea seems to
-be: ‘Give us your
money and
technology, but
not your culture
or your ideas’

‘emerging,. one,.

someone will suggest
demoting English to an
optional third language
— some states like West
Bengal did it and genera-
tions have suffered
because of that. The ulti-
mate goal is to reshape
Indian identity and rede-
fine what it means to be
“Indian” in the most:
restrictive way.

So -while the Prime
Minister goés around
the world asking for for-
eign investment, his
government is shutting
the doors to foreign lan-
guages — the idea seems
to be: “Give us your
money and your technol-
ogy, but not your culture
or your ideas.” Couple
this with some of the
loonier ideas that are
emerging, .of India hav-
ing invented everything,
from plastic surgery to
surface to air missiles
and rockets and the sys=:
tematic effort to alter:
history books and we-: .

Indian exceptionalism
that _is-

narrawyninded;q;
relies, more . on myth
than science. *

These elements pro-
pogating their antedilu-
vian ideas will cause a
lot of damage. They have
always been around —
now they are getting offi-
cial backing and govern-
mental support. That is
worrying.

The optimistic in me,
however, believes their

-efforts will ultimately

fail and fail spectacular-
ly. Already a legal chal-
lenge has been mounted
to Ms Irani’s anti-Ger-
man policy. Demand for
schools that offer a cur-
riculum more in tune
with the 21st century
will go up. State govern-
ments will resist inter-
ference in their schools.
But ultimately, it is the
parents, who are as dri-
ven by aspirations for
their children as any pa-
rents across the world
will find ways to side
step or sabotage anythi-
ng that reduces their
child’s competitiveness
in this increasingly glob-
alised world. Yes, they
may have signed up for
achhe din that will impr-
ove India, but they do
not want the package
deal of cultural-brainwa-
shing that comes with it.
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‘DU making
module for
community
radios’

NEW DELKL #7TE What does it
take to start and successfully
run a community radio station
in India?

A working module is being
developed by Delhi University
for this purpose. The varsity,
plans to propose. the module”
to the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting as a univer-
sal model which canbe accept-
ed by the Community Radio
Association of India in the form
of structured guidelines for
such stations. :

“There are over 170 commu-
nity radio stations in India, but
how many of them are operat-
ing successfully and have note-
worthy listenership graphs?
This is because not enough re-
search has been done in this
area and there are no models
which can be followed by these
radios to serve their purpose
of establishment,” Dr Saleem

‘Mir, who is supervising the
project, said.

Mir, who is a professor at
DU’s Cluster Innovation Cen-
tre (CIC), is working on the
project with R K Singh, former
engineer-in-chief of Doordar-
shan, and six DU students. The
varsity is likely to make its rec-
ommendations to the minisiry
by March next year.

“Since commumnity radio sta-
tions are run by different or-
ganisations, mostly education-
al institutes, NGOs, small
communities and a few gram
panchayats, their target audi-
ence and the demographics is
also different,” Mir said.
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Prakash Kdmar

HEW DELME The Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CII)
Indian industry has suggested
that the National Democratic
Aldliance (NDA) government
should bring consensus on
United Progressive Alliance
{(UPA) government-era. pro-
posal to‘aliow foreign univer-
sities open their campuses un-
der a legal framework in India,

 saying it could be a “game

changer”,

When the erstwhile govern-
ment announced the Foreign
Educational Tustitutions (Reg-
ulation of Entry and Opera-
tions) Bill in 2010, it generated
“tremendous excitement”, es-
pecially among foreign insti-
tutions that have been keen to
establish their “physical pres-
ence” inthe country.

If passed, the legislation
would have allowed access to
guality higher education at af-
fordable costs and trans-
formed the “entire landscape”
of higher education system in
the country, according to are-
port on the annual status of
higher education in the coun-

+ 1 try, prepared by Deloitte in

partnership with the CIL

“Intended to regulate the
entry and operations of for-
eign education providers, this
bill was expected to make a
significant impact on the high-
er educarion landscape of the
country. '

“It was also anticipated that
foreign institutions would in-

DA 'urged to let i in
foreign varsities

troduce best practices for
teaching, curriculum, re-
search and others to improve
the current state of educa-
tion,” it said.

With none of the Indian
higher education institutions
figuring in the Top 200 list,
academicians were hoping
that this move could prove to
be a game changer, it said.

“With education experts
voicing their opinion both in
favour of and against allowing |
foreign universities campuses
in India, this may be the op-
portune time for the govern-
ment to consider bringing in
a consensus on this subject,”
it recommended. |

The report also suggested '
the government to bring
changes in its education policy
to attract foreign investors,
saying, although 100 peér cent
Foreign Direct Investment is
permitted in education sector
through automatic route, the
“regulatory challenges” con-
tinue to limit flow of foreign
investment in the sector.

“Contradictions within the
regutatory framework along
with inherent ‘not-for-profit’
structure have been the key
limiting factors hampering the
attractiveness among foreign
investors,” it said.

The CII suggested that the
government clear its stand on
the entry of foreign universi-
ties and roll out an “unam-
biguous comprehensive poli-
cy” forit,

DH News Service
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Number of Indian-origin international students highest in China, 2nd in US

[ 032 408 India is the sec-
ond leading place of origin for
international students in the
US with the country witness-
ing anincrease in the number
of Indian students’ enrolment
10 its educational institutions
by 6.1 per cent in 2013-14 after
three consecutive years of de-.
cline.

China, however, hasre-
tained the top position for the~
fifth year in a row, with the
couniry sending the highest

number of students to study in

the US. India had been the
leading place of origin for in-
ternational students in the US
for eight vears from 2001-02
through 2008-09.

“In 2009-10, the rate of
growth from India levelled off,
and China replaced India as
the top sender and retains its
position today,” according to a
latest report by the Institute of
International Education
(IEE), an independent not-for-
profit organisation with a net-
work of 19 offices and affiliates

s OO

worldwide, The IIE has been
conducting an annual statisti-
cal survey of the international
students in the US since its
founding in 1919 and in part-
nership with the US Depart-
ment of Staie’s Bureau of Edu-
cational and Cultural Affairs
since 1972,

According to TIE’s “Open
Doors” report for the year
2014, the majority of Indian
students in the US study at the
graduate level. “In 2013-14,
their breakdown was: 12,3 per

cent undergraduate; 59.5 per
cent graduate students; 1.2 per
cent others; 27 per cent OPT
(Optional Practical Training),”
it noted. Inthe 2013-14 aca-
demic year, a total of 1,02,673
students from India were
studying in the US, up 6.1 per
cent from the previous year,
the report said.

Comprising 11.6 per cent of
the total international stu-
dents in US colleges and uni-
versities, Indians contributed

$3.3 billion to the US econo-

my in 2013, the report noted,
referring to statistics with the
US Department of Com-
merce. The number of Indian
students in the US is more
than double what it was 15
years ago. In 1999-2000, as
many as 42,337 students from
India studied in the US.

Unlike India, a slim majori-
1y of Chinese students study at
the graduate levelin the US
which continues to experience
an upsurge in the number of
undergraduate students from

the country. “In 2013-14, their
{Chinese students) breakdown
was: 40.3 per cene wndergrad-
uate; 42.1 er cent graduate
students; 5.4 per cent other;
12.2 per cent OPT (Optional

Practical Training),” the re-

port underlined.
Making up 31 per centofin-
ternational students studying
in the US colleges and univer-
sities, Chinese students con-
tributed $8.04 hillion to the
US economy Jast year.
DH News Service




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

% e Rt Deccan Herald, Delhi
b (SR Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 7

Width: 4.28 cms, Height: 25.48 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.35.87

Admission-
rigmarole for
Smriti fo get
kids in school

MEW DELML PTETtdidnot help
that she was the Union Educa-
tion Minister—Smriti Irani had
to appear in an interview to get
her children admitted to a
school here like any other par-
entwho goes through the night-
mare,

“Oh yes. T actually got inter-
viewed. When I came from
Mumbai to Delhi, the first one
month, I tried to work abalance
between work and home. I
could not because I barely had
six hours to go to Mumbai. I
have two young kids, one is 11-

- year-old and the other is13-year-
old.

“For me jt was difficult and I
told them to come to Delhi and,
mercifully, they listened. It was
a difficult shift because my fam-
ily never lived here and the first
thing we did before we came is
to give an interview as parents—
got grilled by teachers and prin-
cipal and then the children were
grilled,” she said.

During an interaction with
PTI journalists at the agency’s
headquarters here, Irani spoke
in detail about her journey from
her humbile origins to a success-
ful TV actor before she joined
politics and rose to become a
Cabinet minister at the young
ageof38.

She didnot mind her grilling
atthe school. “I think processes
should not differ just because
you are a minister. Thisis a job,
a responsibility, not a right to
override the processes that

* every citizen goes through. So1
gave an interview with my hus-
band, got evaluated.”

She said she goes to Parent
Teacher Association meetings
regularly. “Idon’t go with a bar-
rage of cops. I think youwant to
give sense to your children that
thisis a job, notan entitlement.”
Recalling her early years, frani
said she was born in a lower
middle class family and could
never envisage the future that
she has today. “All that my par-
ents had was in Munirka, livable
space above a ‘tabela (cowshed)’
and one could never envisage a
future that I have today. So, for
me I have never walked a path
that has been carefully crafted
or charted. I have gone into ter-
ritory unknown on many an oc-
casion,” she said.
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TO BE HEL 2

Symbiosis National Aptitude Test (SNAP) will be held
in 30 cities'across India on December 21, 2014, Tt is the
common written test that opens doors fo 13 institutes
of SIU offering 17 MBA programmes. Specialisations
range from the conventional marketing, finance to
computer studies, media, communication and design,
health and biomedical science, humanities and social
science, engineering, HRD and banking and finance.
To enroll, aspiring students must register online
before November 26, 2014 at www.snaptest.org and
pay the Test Fee by November 29, 2014. SNAP test con-
sists of evaluation in 3 broad categories: General
Knowledge, English and Quantifative. The latter two
sections are on the lines of the UPSC exams.
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TORTURED BY TEACHER
TRIBAL BOY ENDS LIFE

Jaipur, 23 November: Blaming his;
school teacher for torture and man-'
~ handling, a 16-year-old tribal boy
: a]legedly committed suicide by hang-.
" inghimself in Baran district, policel
said today.

The deceased was identified as
Dilkush Sahariya, a student of class|

. 10th at the Government Secondary:;
" School at Banthuni village, police said,:
-adding, he committed suicide by
hanging himself with a wooden rod

' yesterday.

Inan FIRlodged thismorning mth
Bhanwargarh police station in Baran
district, his parents submitted &
-suicide note in which the deceaseq
alleged that he was beaten up, tor
L turéd'and harassed by school teacher

“ L Muldaf Sen, hencehewas takmg the E
‘ extreme step .
A caseunder sectlon 306 of IPC foq ‘
| abetment to suicide against the
| teacher has been registered, they -
' said, adding the probe was on tQ
" interrogate the school admlms;L
: tration.
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[IT-M full member of CERN body

Indian Institute of Tech-  engineers are looking into.

#7 nology-Madras (-HIT-M)  the fundamental structure of
has become the first IIT in the universe, DHNS reports
India to have full member- from Chennai. CERN is well
ship of the CMS (Compact known for the discovery of
Muon Solenoid) collabora-  the Higgs boson in 2012. The
tion of CERN (Conseil Eu- world wide web (www) was
ropéen pour la Recherche also invented at CERN. It
Nucléaire), the European or-  provides a platform for inno-
ganisation for nuclear re- vation in technology through
search, where physicis@ and international collaboration,
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App on urban biodiversity

=, A Mumbaicompanyhas  sulting, is all set to launch
#7 developednovel mohile  next month and will be avail-
apps that provide informa- able across all android plat-
tion about 50 common forms. The idea behind the
species of birds, trees and application is to be a field
butterflies that are common-  guide to citizens in efforts to
ly found in cities, DHNSre-  involve the publicin environ-
ports. mental science and eventual-

The “iNaturewatch” apps,  ly aid the monitoring of cli- -
developed by Ladyhird Con-  mate change.
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On the occasion of the completion of 20 years in India, JANE DEN
HOLLANDER, vice-chancellor and president, Deakin University,
Australia, on the way forward for the institution

Ruchi.Chopda@timesgroup.com ferences is important, too. The
way people are educated in India
is different from the way it hap-
pens in Australia. As a uni-
versity, we have learnt that
international students, be it
Indians coming to Australia
o1 vice-versa, are vulnera-
ble. As a university, it is our
responsibility to give them a sig-
nificant induction about the
ways and morals of the country

The university’'s India office is
celebrating 20 years. What
are the lessons leamnt and
what does the future hold?
One of the biggest lessons
we have learnt since set-
ting up an office in India is
that no two cultures have the
same approach. Culture is impor-
tant and respect for cultural dif-

they are travelling to.

The greatest out-
come is the return on
investment for the
economy. When high-
ly educated gradu-
ates return fo India
and get jobs, they cre-
ate wealth for the country's econ-
omy. And as they rise up 10 pow-
er, eventually, connections are
made at a higher level. Addition-
ally, as the rising middle class is
internationally educated and is
more tolerant towards other cul-
tures, it gives hope that maybe in
the next 10 years, we will have a
more peaceful society.

We have understood the value
of comprehensive engagement

Jane den
Hollander

and are not in India with the sin-
gle-minded purpose of student re-
cruitment. We know the impor-
tance of research and forging in-
dustry partnerships to help stu-
dents who return to India and en-
ter the job market. . - -

You recently announced that the
university will leverage its India
centre to expand its operations
in South Asia. Which are the
countries you plan to focus on in
the region? :
Deakin's entry into India 20 years
ago has proven to be a strategic
advantage for us. We see the
next 20 years as having a signifi-
cant impact on the surrounding
region on behalf of both Australia

and India. We will focus on
countries such as Sri Lanka, Mau-
ritius, Nepal, Bhutan and the
Middle East.

How has the perception of Indian -
students about Australiaas a
study destination changed over
the last 20 years?
Students are increasingly sophis-
ticated and they make well
thought-out decisions now. Ini-
tially, we would play a significant
role in influencing their decision,
but today's student comes to us
after doing their research; they
know what they want to do.

»» For the complete stog/;

click on ‘AU/NZ’ under ‘Study Abroa
at www.educationtimes.com
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i Jaipur: A 16-year-old tribal boy
i studying at a government school
¢ at Banthuni village in Baran of

i Rajasthan hanged himself on

! Saturday evening. He blamed

: one of his school teachers for

: torture and harassment in a sui-

i cidenote. g

: Baran police said the de-

¢ ceased, Dilkush Sahariya, wasa

: student of Class X at Govern-

: ment Senior Secondary School. :
: His parents submitted the sui-
: cide note found near the body,
: which mentions the accused :
: teacher’s -name as “Mukut”, :
: while lodging an FIR at Bhan- !
! wargarhpolicestation. Tnw
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TrisuNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 23
Most of the unaided col-
leges, especially engineering
- ingtitutes, in the state are in
deep frouble as the govern-
ment has not released the
scholarship money for stu-
dents belonging to other
backward classes (OBC).

“While officials at the dis-
irict headguarters instruct
the colleges not o charge
fee from OBC, SC and ST
students, the government is
not paying any money to
compensate us in lieu of
providing free education fo
such students,” said Dr JS
Dhaliwai, president, Punjab
Unaided Technical Institu-
tions Association.

“Soon a delegation of

scholarship money;, colle

unaided colleges would
meet Tnion Human
Resource Development
(HRD) Minister Smriti Irani

"and the Minister of State for

Social Justice Vijay Sampla
to brief them aboui the
present scenario,” he said.
The colleges had admitted
OBC students expecting
that the government would
release the money to them
under the Cenire’s post-
matric scholarship scheme,
but none of colleges has got
any funds.

Most of the collegeg are
under heavy debt because
they have secured loans
from banks to meet their
financial requirements
expecting to repay it after
receving funds under the
central scheme.

“We are in a dilemma as to
whether to start charging fee
from the students or wait for
the government 1o release
funds,” said Dr Dahtiwal. He
said many states, including
Himachal  Pradesh and
Bihar, reimbursed the schol-
arship money to the students
on aregular basis.

A delegation of headed Dr
Dhaliwal met Director, Wel-
fare of SC/BC, Paramyjit Singh
and demanded the releage of
scholarship money.

““The district administra-
tion has not been paying
any heed to our problems.
We are told not to charge
anything from SC/ST stu-
dents, but who will compen-
sate us for the fee loss,” said
Anshu Kataria, convener of
the association,

“ The teaching and the non-teaching staff of private aided

colleges of Tarn Taran have not received their salary for
the tast 18 months

2 n a press release issued here on Sunday, the staff have

warned that in case their salary was not released soon
they would be forced to launch a protest. The release
stated that even as the stale had reduced its share from
95% to 80%, the grant had not been released on time
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; PARVESH SHARMA

. TRIBUNE NEWS3 SERVICES

JIND, NOVEMBER 23 -

Despite criticism, the Hindu
Mahasabha, Harvana, on Sun-
day hardened its stand on
banning college girls from
wearing jeans and T-shirts
and carrying mobile phones.

H announced in Jind its
decision tolaunch a campaign
next week to pressurise the
t government for the accept-
ance of ifs demands.

Its leaders met under the
leadership of state vice-presi-
dent Dharmpal Siwach at the
house of Pankaj Mittal. They
alleged that western clothes
were responsible for crimes
against women.,

The mahasabha called for

a state-level executive com-

mitiee meeting in Jind next
week 1o announce the

future course of action.

Siwach demanded that the
government should enforce a
dress code n all colleges to
control ncidents of crimes
against-women.

“Sporting jeans and other
western clothes is dangerous
for college girls. Incidents of
crimes against them will
decrease if the government
makes it mandatory to wear
salwar kameez,” Siwach said.

They alleged that Haryana
could set a example by imple-
menting a dress code in col-

leges and reducing occur-
rence of crimes against girls.

“Our culture is in danger
because of vote-bank politics.
Politicians are not ready to lis-
ten about new challenges. We
are not scared of any leader”
Siwach said.

Students demanded ban on
activities of the mahasabha,
“Who are mahasabha leaders
to issue such a diktat? We
want the government {0 ban

" their activities lest they cause

problems in colleges,” said a

college girt,
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Irani rejects demand to
make Sanskrit mandatory

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister Smriti Irani
today dismissed charges
that education wads being
saffronised saying she
rejects the demand for
‘making Sanskrit compulso-
ry in the curriculum. .

“Those who accuse me of

being an RSS mascot or rep-
resentative possibly want to
deflect the attention from
the good work that we have
done... this agenda will be
flagged and 1 will be
whipped for as long as there
is a need to keep attention

diverted away from the good

work. I am ready forit. T have
no problem,” she said today.

On the controversial deci-
sion to replace German with
Sanskrit as the third lan-
guage in 500 Centrally-run
Kendriya Vidyalayas, Irani
said teaching of German
under an MoU signed in
2011 had been in violation of
the Constitution. An investi-

.Smyriti lrani .

gation has already been
launched to find out how
the MoU came to be signed.

Responding to demands

that Sanskrit be made a com-
pulsory language, the minis-
ter said the three language
formula was very clear that

any of the 23 Indian lan-
guages listed in Schedule 8 of

the Constitution could be opt-

ed for She reiterated that -

German would continuetobe
taught as a foreign language.
“We are teaching French,

~ we are teaching Mandarin,

we teach German the same

-way. For the life in me, I

can’t understand why peo-
ple are not understanding

what I am saying,” she said.
Irani had earlier defended
the decision to replace Ger-

" man with Sanskrit as the

third language, saying the
existing arrangement was in
violation of the Constitution.
Dismissing charges that
efforts were being made to
saffronise education, the
minister said she had never
tried to explain herself on
the “pasis of secularism with
respect to saffronisation in
terms of education” while
citing examples of choosing, .
heads of institutions irre-
spective of their religion.
-Irani said while rolling.
back the FourYear Under-
graduate Programme of
Delhi University, she never
had in mind which region
or religion they (the stu-
dents) had come from. ,
In this context, she defend-
ed the decision to roll back
the programme, saying the
degrees offered had no
“legal sanction”, — PTI
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DU developing
modulefor

-communityradios

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23
Delhi University is devel-
oping a common module
for community radios and
Cluster Innovation Centre
(CIC of the university is’
mooting ito propose the
module to the Ministry of
Information and Broad-
casting as a universal
model for all community
radio stations in the
country. The recommen-
dations are likely fo be
sent to the ministry by
March next year.

A team of six DU stu-
dents supervised by Prof
Saleem Mir has started
field visits for the project
last month.

It 15 in process of visiting
various commaunity radio
stations and studying the
kind of practices followed
by them for engaging lis-
feners, generating spon-
sorship, funds and devel-
oping content,



PRESS Iiqu;\;l_{ATlON BUREAU Am ar UJ al a’ Del hl
GOYERNIEINE 0N NI Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 1
PART BN
Width: 10.13 cms, Height: 8.53 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.47.10

Wi o e & SRarBIu & T @1 e Wk

wg et foran 1 e TR T SR g ged Wi
e T & o w eiisT oey 98 87 AW ¥ w9
F BE hod WA HMET 500 s femmerl | s
RIS iR R TR ST 1 STTE eh & 4]
¢ T T w1 sifven fawa I & &9 H e S %
TE T ST oY SN T faamerers et & Wy §
i = TR L e 2 T TA U W & | 3
w1 W A FE, S AR g W e waEn R 9N 2011 H Twmeia uw
1 Yt o Gl 86 @ AT T weda O 4 wed S TeR S
®E, e A el IR fpu @ e o SeoiEd 1 SHE! g ¥
3% FHTHE | AN T A T e S Teel € < fu ¥ i gw wewfy
218 e E R e ofl 90 eTeiemd U9 W SR R g WS 0 v




PRESS Iil;O%\;l_[ATION BUREAU Amar UJ ala’ Delhl
GOYERNIEINE 0N NI Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 1
PART BN
Width: 8.24 cms, Height: 3.70 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.47.10

e LN o L -
P d D gl gefidi Sl |

S W) e T S S E A S W R T el
T A o 7 i T w2 R e T enes STTREL
¥ -qEd A e FREl o qio 7 forhed [ ST w81 WR
FEM 59 = ) GrEn fh sede @ el v % dR T geRr
T SR R R O e, F W e 99 T €, B9 HawA uel
W@ 7, o o0 § B S GRS 98 WU G o B el
T e S WA G AR o WY, W e WYy s




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
EERCCEL
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
AR W¥DR

Punjab Kesari, Delhi
Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 4
Width: 22.71 cms, Height: 27.46 cms, a3, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.44.34

%ra»—sfraﬁﬂawmm

ﬁ{am@@%ﬁﬂ%swmmw
CORRR T aewl ¥ uwe e

LI R LT A LR

:’k“:i’trérimmwsﬁ%m_'
e T sdte w
B ofuw et we W

“&mefmwm

1. 9 B

_Chandertrikha@gmail.eom

-y e Terared e SfEw
" ‘nﬁw%ﬁmaﬁm (TR,
ﬁ@ﬁmmwamgﬁmw

A e A A (A

wgvee, T g ea Ty
aﬁaﬁeﬁ@mm&w@ﬁml
o el IS Tl W st
A SR A | TR S o
BHR R e oum R
g SR e ok AT el
- H (T R, e 9,
'ﬁﬂ“{m%aﬁﬁ:)ﬁww%m
' . 08 Tovg ofier = e A
i a‘f) @“W H e - e

P e sl o S

W §S WIF

’ %ﬁaﬁ e ¥ e g 91 i
- W S T ugE W

Einke =i e

frremdET w0 A F

EINT 80 TS BN Wl T W
6 T U TR T G
aarf&q"‘ Nk ?‘m” &

'wf W{ UT w;*

TSEEE o a

Wﬁwﬁmmw%

B T e T e
) W we A Ed
UGN A 3 W R WeRieE
??-Hﬁrﬁﬁ“ﬁﬂ'vlﬁml

Toft v w3 or wae © B

5‘@?“@{?‘& & Pt s o1
Fel & waifas =fEy ol
 Ferafoamas 3 o3 =i we

& SR o7 1 ShRISRH T ARTIRTE

(ZNelfell) & ST FT AR 9,
“Teifon et e i FREen
R g Afata 4
CHGIDER A B
faum & syl
e 94 3R e
digezi w € foz

L HE W ST OEeE % HeTs
o (e wifer @ e

C e # T TR A e

e o e i
S < -l o

: Waﬂ%ﬁ»@mﬁazoﬂ i
M emerm ¥ Ad feeel Terg
_Tﬁ@ Qwe%@t{éﬁ wEr e
o i sﬁ@%ﬁ%%—“%ﬁ

wRRa o R S T
‘%ﬁmﬁwﬁ%wmé
N H R o SRR HERT
TERO T e o F o
AW o Hied o Sl gee
CETEHO T U T W U 3=

el g e

aﬁtwwmwm :

© el g T ot RN TR A

H%“fﬁf%ﬂﬁﬁéﬁfhﬁfwm
@ wmtﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁfﬂamﬁw »
e

adTE 9T oy favr

_w@mwmmr

W e, STk O
ﬁaﬁww%%mm

AT el o T o U1

TR w0 H femeed femE ot

fm%wmaﬁfmﬁ

/
T A A g
gl s Es R |
aatrtr-rwww ey

cﬁ%ﬂﬁamw#ﬁ:
A S ST R H
Terererl & €20 @ =g g

o) off Top ot w1 aprae A s v g

S SR et e S s

foarga ¥R o qfes € gy

o SR Wi g s
e g o v & ufa
Pa“aﬁvﬁmam‘@a“%l '

.....

@5833 ﬁr YL f%x%i%lwa 7
.,wwﬁ‘lé‘ﬁm‘é AT AR G

ofy e Wa_ﬁ z{?fsﬁ Tﬂ’éﬁr&'

m@wamémmz ,

w2001 # FEME ¥ Wi
EEn H AR ToF TSR N
U GeFd vEs ) eharfien

érgﬁga R %n

ma—a ﬁwﬁ

B, YT, TATAL,

, %mw@am,z
WEFT 99 Yg A,

B S AL O
FE F GREES W R

wHRU | TY A H o v T

wﬁf 7% gﬁf’ﬁm T T

SHAT T A T B e onoe o Yeet Taamel B R
TS S g R R @ ¥ R i dudrgm
T HEpE F qoifeA degu ¥, owpd ¥ yor v e ¥
mwaiﬁwm%ma%, Hiq THE WY AR W
D FECN TIRY 191 H e oS T wife sinzey
\ e WO ol H g ¥

AR 9 AR ¥ T g

Y HIN, Tewd 98 S
“rinast defee Rl W
& vl S et | et e
gof Tasufmnerd =1 ‘wmrm

i siadyty fagfraes,

Ful’ 3 &t €, 39 g

s

mﬂgr{ﬁ%@%m%
A ¥, ) W e

Y HIEE, S, R WAN,

TR ARl wE e

5%:&@&%&%@?&?@*@
G I o e B
| Tarastt w0 A
e R e

TG H S -

ST WE e Hi gL g
AR R € e o TRR 2004
o R § S R Ry
T o6 e ) e et Rl

wrers B g foon o wrid S

%ﬁﬁi’iﬁ‘ﬁﬂ%i

e g 7 TR ST

_Wfat:wrawmw@dﬁ

S-S oL fasiy s v 2 el
‘ %mnﬁ@aﬁ?m BT &)

’i"fa?m # e e § ey

T U dwfewn umm % &y
TR R FgweiEy
T R E A 10 cmga;{"
Y o w T

% i R 2014 4

o7 1 2¥E THHT FAEO I
- el T & awg e £

wzﬁ% A et A
L EE SR T T e @
:-aﬂ%ﬂa’?@a’nmﬁ”m?ﬁﬁ% ‘

TR A v, SR
ST PR (*gw = T

U ok v we e gd Ry

. mﬁwx@ q’e“zmﬁa%mr
S ST WS W e %

e T S 39w H arg
| waE w0 i o e s R
R T T S S
et o 1817 H dega e

e emm»af T 91T 1818 H

Rl ¥ ovr bt A
IR R A ER e R

FT € W T R Ty e
 GRERIRIEE

T EY SIS W T SN0 | T

foerm =1 slge wrde =10
i @ Sifew | dena el %

BT ﬁﬁjﬁﬁw{t ,
g Tagml @ unnies

i dfae, ‘Sfafd somt

T | ”@?ﬁﬁ@% ;Q‘cﬁ e e

CH T gfafdal (aede:

e giEfda) § i vl

_ﬁﬂ“‘ VS S e, S

ﬁ@\,wm FGA, Heaw @
T@mﬁm@ﬁv@% T wifar

geRaT, geer, wfhg, TR

CME»R, I \“{*Obd Ch ST ‘,13(@\:&75{5@

=, i, el Sl

s frufaemer ¥ doym ST
.wﬁmé s swwtere faferay
T 3 witeETe % 3??%:{3'{%

% e Ee sl feenE.
: Fﬁwwmﬁm"rdmmwwéﬂl

SIgeICH 1 ST ST TR i

e A A o e

Lu%iquf EE IR PRI
2" qoar fadfaaen ¥ A
z’us%%" I HRY) TWER @
T SRR A qifee
sTeRtet A gey wenfid sz
e uldeEe € S s

ST ST BT
- 16 SRRl Ao VT
¢ ST T W R
| I Tl oW AT
- stfeaea s=m w1
| YR WY W ¥ R om W

T T ot erd T wi
mf%mﬂwﬁ%lmm

T A e e g

¥R e o & A
, LR -

-ﬁﬁ?ﬂwq@ﬁﬁgﬁiﬁw; i <!
Fetier GrTTRT s i A
oﬁ*qrdﬁw T 6 BRI, -

e avR e 3 waH

_ 5w
- B ol e R R T
- SR AR 5 Fererer e
ayaTel W SaTE sap ST, o .t I ] Y W g

e ®) e g W A RS S

IR W R ST A g AR Sl e e A
- o SR SR e e e i ity %
Wz{ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁméﬁmaﬁg. T AW FHE ! faetea
At R A wem E S ee W e ‘
';m%;mmam SR i
TR T W 6 O : meﬁﬁm
| DL 15w, R, @a@ﬁm B
;,wmﬁw&wﬁaﬁm; N T R
C e S SR B g ﬁ%ﬁ@“ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ’ﬁmm@

£

T 2 O a o O

MEWHT"‘QFWWW% o

UASH-Foh T QEE‘E}

T onfeT, V%WW,W

e A w0l

g R

T R o ¥ 1w v o

BT TR SR Y | g
= ogEtE sy e ame
Thern 55 %1 98 e Tons
e ) ve ¥ 13
qamaﬁa-gn%mh A A

w2 ) ¥ i e e
%ﬁm%{ﬁg%wﬁﬁmﬁf

Wﬁra%%!wwﬁmwﬁ

E@?@r aAtrTge e W e

Fhovd o ud, sy e &
W‘ e s €T R

| CEETET WE, Yl

w (et ), Rl



PRESSII:J]QO%\;[_{ATION BUREAU TlmeS Of Indla, Delhl
e (B L Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 14

Width: 10.66 cms, Height: 18.90 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.40.94

Successful R-Day invite caps transformative
foreign policy of Narendra Modi government

s Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s NDA government completes
A6 months at the Centre, its record on the economic front has
been equivocal. Inflation is down, but that is more due to crash-

- ing global commodity prices than any big policy steps announced by
the Modi government. On the key issue of education, piloted by HRD
minister Smriti Irani who appears to be under the influence of RSS

~ ideology, the country has moved backwards. Butforeign policy, anarea
where Modihas personally taken charge, has seen bravurasteps which
should dramatically improve India’s inter national standing.

The capstone of these efforts has been Modi’s diplomatic coup in

- getting President Obamatobethe chief guestatthe next RepublicDay

- parade. Indian non-ahgnment had been defined chiefly as holding the

~ West, led by the US, at arm’s length - which explains why the India-US

AN, nuclear deal elicited so much political

W § opposition in India (including from BJP)

despite its signal achievement of bring-

ing to an end India’s nuclear pariah sta-
tus. It also explains why, despite India’s
long history of inviting foreign heads of
state to grace RepublicDay parades,aUS
president has never been invited before.
The signal sent by the R-Day invita-
tion is even more important as Modi
SRR was denied a US visa for long. It indi-
cates that the prime minister sets national interest above personal
grudges, as a transformed relationship with the US promises much.
TtprovidesIndiaaccesstohigh technology, capitaland anenormous
market for its goods and services. The many convergent interests
between India and the US include co-operation on terror, which
threatens both nations.
Modibeganhis innings with an unprecedented invitation toSaarc
‘neighbours to attend his government’s inauguration. His first

. foreign tour was to Bhutan and he subsequently visited Nepal, testi-

- mony tohis government’s intention to pay close attention to immedi-
ateneighbours. He visited Japan and played host to President XiJinp-

-ing, drumming up investment offers of $35 billion and $20 billicn
respectively. He won the hearts of NRIs inthe US and Australia, open-

" ingupthepossibility of mobilisingIndia’s vast diasporafor its devel-

. opment. And he made India’s case forcefully at multilateral meets
suchasBrics, East Asiasummit, UN'General Assembly and G20, If we

- see this much action and innovation in spheres other than forelgn ‘

* policy as well, India will be a transformed country inno tlme :
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German ‘erivoy |
meets Sanskrit
Shikshak Sangh

NEW DELHE Lobbymg agamst
the HRD: Ministry’s decision
to scrap German as a third
language in schools, German
Ambassador Michael Steiner
- has been reaching out to San-
skrit Shikshak Sangh and
holding. meetmgs with stake—
holders in education. - -

According-to sources, thei_‘
Centre is viewing Mr. Stein-
er’s activities ‘as “uncalled-
for” and incompatible Wlth an
envoy’s role. !

HRD Minister Smrltl Iranl
had last week decided to-re-.
move teaching of German as
third language and replace it -
with Sanskrit. She said the
2011 Memorandum of Under-
standing with Goethe Institut

. violated ‘the national educa-
tion policy framework’ and
was “unconstitutional”. .-

Mr. "Steiner . tweeted on
Sunday: “Sanskrit Shikshak
Sangh supported my idea to
organise,” early 2015, confer-
ence on Indo-Germanic lan-
guage family” and added that
he had “in-depth exchange
with... Sangh leaders on San-

skrit and- German in a very
friendly atmosphere”..
. Sangh officials, however,
clarified that they explained

1o the German envoy that
there could not be any reth-
ink on the Centre’s decision
to replace German with San-
skrit as it violated the three-
language formula. Students
can still study the foreign lan-
guage as an “additional” sub-
ject . as government has
decided to retain the teachers
hired as per the 2011 MoU. —
PTI
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Smriti turns down plea to
make Sanskrit compulsory_

NEW DELHI Taklng on her crit=
'1cs, Human Resource Devel-
"opment (HRD) Minister

Smriti/ Iram on Sunday dis-

mlssed charges that educa-

tlpn was being saffronised:

even as she turned down‘-_de-‘
mands to make Sanskrlt com-

to deflect the -attention from

the good work that we have
| . this agenda will be -
flagged and I will be whipped"
for as long as there is a need -
to keep the attention away .

done ..

from the good work. I am
ready for it. I -have no prob-
lem,” she'told PTT journalists
at the agencv headquarters
hera. IS

Answering questlons on

‘the controversial decision to -
- pulsory language, the Minis-:
ter-said the. three-language

replace - German with San-

- skrit as the third language m

representatlve possfoly want i

some 500 Centrally-rin Ken-
driya Vidyalayas, Ms. Trami
said teaching of German un-

der an MoU signed in 2011
was ih violation of the Con-
stitution.  An

find out how the MoU came

- to be signed.

~Responding to demands
that Sanskrit be made a com-

investigation®
had already been launched to

formula was very clear that
any of the 23 Indian languag-
es listed in Schedule 8 of the

- Constitution could be opted.

But she reiterate‘d that Ger-""
man would' continue 1o be

: taught as a foreign language. -

.. we are teaching French,

.we are teaching Mandarin,,

we, teach German the same
way. For the life of me, I can’t
understand why people don’t
understand what 1 am say-
iug,” she said. ‘ ‘
Ms. 1Irani had earlier
strohgly defended the deci-
sion to replace German with
Sanskrit as the third lan-
guage, saying the existing ar-

rangementwasinviolation of
_the Constitution. — PTI
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PreSIdenc._"’

Staff Reporter

| dents of the c1ty’s Presuiency
University have started an in-
| definite hunger strike to pro-

test' against “the- University’s

decision . to: debar. -student

‘atIOI’l.S due tolow attendance
| The: ‘University Grants.Com
| mission (UGC) - guidelines

.| make it mandatory for'students
to have 75 per cent attendance:

.to appear for examinations, a
7 directive which the University,

authorities decided to imple~

ment from the present semes-
ter. Students claimed that they
were not informed "about the

regulation before its imple-

mention. The semester-end ex-

aminations 'are due to begm
from November 23. _

1 "We were informed’ about

the attendance regulation on

the day we went to collect our

admit cards on Friday. Initially,

1,238 students across under-

graduate and postgraduate de-
partments were debarred from
appearing for examinations.

The number was later reduced

to 180 students with attend-

S

tudents go on strie |

Preszdency Umverszty students on a hunger strzke
over attendance norms on Sunday PHOTO: PTI -

ance less .than 50 per cent, fol--
lowing a dialogue with the Vice

Chancellor [Anuradha Lohial,” .
ten’faken the attendance on
-chits. of f paper. The teacher-to-
;;.student ratio is skewed and
Protesting against the ‘sud-.

vice-president of- the student

council . Amardip Smgh told,

The Hindu.

den’ decision of the University,
20 students started a hunger
strike from Saturday to de-

mand that the directive be

withdrawn. Alleging that there

were discrepancies in the at-
-tendance calculation system,

Mr. Singh said many of the de-
partment heads had refused to
show the students their attend-

ance reglsters
g “Many ‘attendance reglsters
are mmsmg .Teachers have of-

there is no’ -proper credit sys-
tem, as per the UGC guidelines.
If UGC norms are to be main-
tained, it should be done soin
entirety,” Mr. Singh said.
Refuting the students’ claim,
Ms. Lohia said she had made
the attendance rules clear at
the fresher’s welcome in July
and had been reminding them
throughout the semester.
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US Still the Favourite
ith Indian Students

ishani Duttagupta ~ Indians students going to study
i inthe USisaresultof a pent-up: -

demand over the last few years, .-
Theremay have beena smallblip  feels Dr Rahul Choudaha, chief” -

- over the last few years, but knowledge officerat World

" Americaisback on topasthe Education Services (WES),a
most preferred overseas destina-  New York-based non-profit spe- |
tionfor Indian students for high-  cialising in international hzgher
er education. The 2014 Open. education. “The economicand
Doorsreporton international © - political environment in India -
educational exchange, published ~ was notencouraging enoughto.
by the New York-based Institute:  go abroad. However, with the -
of International Education (IlE)  change in political situation, -

© with the US department of there isan increasing sense of
state’s bureau of educational optimism and more students are
and cultural affairs,showsanin- | usingthe opportunity togo the
‘crease of 6% in 2013-14 over the US,” hesays.
previous year in the number of Accordingto WESresearch, ma-
Indian students studyinginUS™ . jorityof Indian studentsare str1v~ _
campuses, putting thenumberat  ers’,whoareacademicallywell -~

102,673. Thisreversesathree- - - prepared butlack thefinancialre-.
year trend of declining numbers. . sourcestofund theireducation
- “It’'sacombination of factors abroad. “Hence, majority of Indian -

thathasreversedthedeclineof | ' studentsaretryingtominimise -
Indian students. Afewyearsago : thetotal costof educationbyfing-*: -
we saw a severedevaluationof - ingscholarships and work eppor-:

‘'theIndianrupeeagainsttheUS - tunitiesand enrollingatmasters:

- dollar,and many Indian students  level programmesascomparedto :
who were planningon goingover- s . bachelor’sor

' . seas werehard hit, Towards 2013, Expertsseethe doctoral pro-

< we saw the currency stabilise ‘Yecovery inthe - grammes,”
against thedollar and, asaresult, - yg economy as Choudaha sa1d

- Indianstudentsareonceagain - ghe most im- Evenback: -
abletoafford comingtotheUS. ' portantfactor - HOMe, experts
‘Indianstudentshavealwaysbeen = gnat helpedn- - See therecov-

- veryattracted tothescienceand: - gian students -eryintheUS
engineeringandresearchoppor-  makeuptheir ©cOnomyasthe
tunities in US collegesand uni-, minds in fa- most important
versities— especiallyat th,e,grad vour oftheus factorthat

. uatelevel,” says Rajika’ Bhandari; - helped Indian
deputy vice-president, research . students make up theirmindsi m x

- andevaluation at E. -2~ favour of the US. “One of the

The US enrolsmore than half of = main reasons for increase inen-::
200,000 Indian students studymg rolments in 2013-14, is the im- -
around the world and is thelead: . - provement in the US economy

"ingdestinationfor Indianstu-"*. . resulting in improved place-
dentsnotonly for the widerange ~ ments. The increased enrol-
of educationaland careeroppor-  ments also resultfroma hand-
tunities it offers, but alsodueto some increase in the issuance of
highsocial prestige and existence  Flstudentvisasin FY2013,an
of extended family networks, the  increaseof 56% over FY 2012,”
TIE research found. says Hyderabad-based education

Recent increase innumberof .- consultant Vijaya Khandavilli.
Indian students goingtothe US The growth in the number of
isconcentrated atmaster’slevel  Indianstudentsthis year was
programmes inengineering, mainlyat the graduate (post-

" which offersatiractive pathways  graduate) level while at the un-
o transition intothe US. “Thisis dergraduate stage, there are still
aresultof a growing ICT sector very few Indian students who opt

in the US for career prospects to go to America.”The job mar-
and welcoming policy of a ket in the US has significantly
17-month optional practical improved and since most stu-
training (OPT) extension for dents goto the USto get better
STEM fields, which allows for jobs, it is but natural the num-
easier work fransition and ex- bers are going up. And though
panding choices for Indian stu- the main growth has been to-
dents as several umiversities wardsthe mastersand MBA
" have launched new one-year - courses, undergraduate student
master’s programmes inthelast  numbers too are increasing,”
few years,” adds Bhandari. says Mumbai-based education

Theupswing in the number of consultant Karan Gupta.
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oanskrit o remain
optional: o

HT Correspondent

. H !etiers@mndustaniimes com

NEW DELHMI: Human resource
development (HRD) minister
Smriti Irani Sunday dismissed

. allegations that education was
being ‘saffronised’ even as-she -
rejected demands that Sanskrit :
be made compulsory. .

“Those who accuse me of

being an RSS mascot or RSS

- representative possibly want
to deflect the attention from the

" .good work that we have done,”
Irani told PTL.

. Responding to demands that

* Sanskrit be made a compulsory-
language, the minister said that
the three-language formula was
very clear and that any of the -

- 23 Indian languages listed in.
Schedule 8 of the Constltutlon
could be opted for. R

' CONTINUED ON PAGE 6'
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Sanskrit will
rYemair...

She retterated that German

will continue to be taught as
- a foreign language. _

On the controversial deci-
sion to replace German with
Sanskrit as the third lan-
guage in some 500 Kendriya
Vidyalayas, Irani said

‘that teaching of German
under a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed
in 2011 had been in viclation
of the Constitution.

An investigation has
already been launched to find
out how the MoU came. to be
signed.

Dismissing charges that
efforts were being made to
“saffronise” education, Irant
said she has never tried to
explain herself on the “basis
of secularism with respect
to saffronisation in terms.
of education” while citing
examples of choosing heads
of institutions irrespective of
their religion.
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DU developing
module for
community radio

Press Trust of India

= hreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: What does it take o
start and successfully run a com-
munity radio station inIndia? A
‘working module’ isbeing devel-
oped by the De]hl Umver51ty for;
this purpose.

The varsity plans to propose :
the module to the ministry of
information and broadcasting . -
as a universal model which can |
be accepted by the Community

- Radio Association of India inthe
form of structured guldelmes
for such stations. o

“There are over 170 commu-
nity radio stations in India, but
how many of them are operating -
successfully and have notewor- .
thy listenership graphs? This
is because not enough research.
has been done in this area and
there are nomodels which can be
followed by these radios to serve
their purpose of establishment,”
Dr Saleem Mir; who is supervis-
ing the project. _

- The university is likely ta .
make its recommendations to
the I&B ministry by March next
year.
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Harassed by teacher, tribal
teenager ends life -
KOTA: A 16-year-old Sahariya
Tribal student has allegedly
hanged himself to death in
Baran districtof Rajasrthan,
police said. Satyendra Singh,
-SP Baran said one 16-year-old -
student named Dilkush =~
Sahariya son of Ramswaroop
Sahariya committed suicide -
at his house in Rampuria = |
village of Bhanwargarh region
on Saturday night. His- .
parents have given a suicide
note to the police in which he
-has accused his school -
teacher named Mukut Sen of
harassing him and
manhandiing him in the
school.
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Principles for principals

Back to hasics for
1,000 school
principals to e given
lessons in leadership
IKNOOR KAUR £ NEW DELHI

W ith the aim of improving
discipline, cleanliness
and conduct of students in
Government schools, the
Education Department has
been conducting sessions called
Let’s Share with around
1,000 principals under the
Directorate of Education (DoE)
to discuss the importance of
rlght leadership.

“In the sessions; prlnc1pals,
who have been running their
schools comparatively well, will
share their views on how with
limited resources, schools can
be optimised. These views are
then shared with all principals;
said Director of Education

'3-PART GROWTH
MODEL OF DOE

= |nfrastructural .
development =

= Principal training ,
« Remedial classes for
weak students in all schonls

Padmini Singla, who added
that an infernational firm, along
with NGOs, has been roped in
to train principals on how to
run a school. This is the second

part of the DoE’ tristructured.

development model.
According to Singla,
principals are the linchpins of
educational reform. “A-good
principal can transform a

school completely and within

given resources, impart quality
education. However, if a
principal is not motivated
enough to do anything, then
the school suffers along with
education. Thus, it is important
that principals are trained and

motjvated on how to manage a
school;” said Singla.

Last month was the first
phase of this programme to train
teachers under the Directorate
of Educatjon. Singla explained,

““Principals came together and

thought of innovative ideas to
make’ their schools more safe,
disciplined and clean. We asked
principals to voluntary give in
cutting-edge ideas that can work

. with the limited resources we

have. We got a total of around

80 entries from the principals on

what best can'be done. 10 entries
were shortlisted and handed to
all the principals present so
that they could practice the
same in‘their schools”

- AnNGO called Create-Net
is helping DoF frain principals
as well. They are starting with
100 principals, who will be
divided in groups of 10 each.
Each group will have one
resource person and the group
will be heterogeneous.




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
EERCCEL
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Pioneer, Delhi
Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 2

ARG WXBR

Width: 20.79 cms, Height: 9.67 cms, a4r, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.23.21

DU developing
‘working module’ for
community radios

STAFF REPORTER & NEW BELHI

hat does it take to start
and successfully run a
community radio station in
India? A ‘working module’ is
being developed by the Delhi
University for this purpose.
The varsity plans to propose
the module to the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting as
a universal model, which can be
accepted by the Community
Radio Association of India in
the form of structured
- guidelines for such stations.
© “There are over 170

bour

community radio stations in
India, but how many of them
are operating successfully and
have noteworthy listenership
graphs? This is because not
enough research has been done
in this area and there are no
models which can be followed

by these radios to serve their.

purpose of establishment,”
Dr Saleem Mir, who is
supervising the project, said.

Mir, who is a professor at the
DU’ Cluster Innovation Centre
(CIC), is working on the project
with RK Singh, former Engineer-
in-Chief of Doordarshan, and
six DU students.

DU is likely to make its
recommendations to the
Ministry by March next year.

“Since the community radio
stations .are run by different
organisations — mostly
educational institutes, NGOs,

small communities and a few
gram panchayats — their target
audience and the demographics
is also different.

“So, it’s a difficult task to
develop a universal formula or
model, which can be applied to
all stations across the country;’
Mir said.

The team, which started
working on the project
last month, is currently

visiting various
community radio
stations  and
studying the kind
of  practices
followed by
- them for involving
listeners,
generating ‘funds
and developing
content.

“We  have
o visited  CMS
Radio (Lucknow), Deccan Radio
(Hyderabad), Jamia Radio and
Apna Radio in Delhi and
Gurgaon Ki Awaaz (Gurgaon).
Next month, we will be going
to some community radio
stations in the North-East and
there are more visits in the
pipeline. We will be covering all
the zones in the country for the
project,” Mir said.

Following the visits, there

is a plan to conduct surveys in
the areas the radio stations
operate in order to come up
with a programme schedule
which can be adopted by all of
them, he elaborated.

“There would be roem left
for customisation too. For
example, a community radio
station catering to the farming
community will obviously have
different demands than the
one catering to university
students. Ancther prominent
consideration s advertisements
as commercials can’t be
broadcast on community radio
stations,” Mir added.

The module will be tested
at DU’s community radio
station before being proposed
to I&B Ministry and
suggestions from experts in the
industry will be also be sought
regarding the same, he said.
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Leaked meefing

. Ameetmg of German Ambassador Mzchael Steiner w1th a delegatlon of Sansk:u
473.Sikshak Sangh over Germian versus Sanskrit row at latter’s Naraina office wa
supposed to be an in-camera affair. But as it turned out to bea large number o
“media persons were present to cover the eeting. Sources said the SSS mem
“bers - had urged the German envoy to refrain from informing media about:
‘talks. But the moment he reached $SS office he found TV cameras waiti
‘Flummoxed ambassador later tweeted two pictures with'the SSS delegation in.
cating his ‘reach out’ attempt. Interestingly, Dina Nath Batra of the Shiksha Bac!
Andolan Samiti, having affiliations with Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RS
“told some correspondents that he was. not t at the meeting; even th
the picture posted by the envoy had him s xt to the ambassado
picture says & ‘thousand words‘ R ,
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about a languag;

German Chancellor Angela Merkel took up the issue of German language with Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the G20 summst
in Brishane. It proves that German, in Kendriya Vidyalayas, was notjust a language, but it was also an arm of diplomacy

PRIYADARSHI DUTTA

%@

Sanskrit scholars
have actually
been abandoned

by the '
. nationalists.

“ They are not - ;
really involved in

projects where
their knowledge
might find good
. use. The irony is
that, today most
' guardians
of Hindu
nationalism have
no real exposure
to Sanskrit. Many
of them are
actually good
at English

s German the new English that we

are trying to replace by antiquat-

ed Sanskrit in Kendriya

Vldyalayas? Such a view might

appear ‘blasphemous’ to. the
nationalists who cluster around the pre-
sent ruling establishment. But adverse
reactions from the parents and students
ate on thistorically’ predictable lines.
During -the: “pre-Macaulay "period,
(before- 1835) :as a part of Warren
Hastings orlentalism project, the British
commissioned two Sanskrit colleges
funded by the state. These were the
Government Sanskrit College (estab-
lished in 1791) in Varanasi and the
Sanskrit Collége (established in 1823)
in Kolkata that function till date. By con-
trast, the conservative Hindus built the

Hindu College (later called Presidency -

College) in Kolkata in 1817 with private

money to avail English education for
their children. Radhakanta Deb, the

leader of conservative Hindus, and

author of ejiglitvolume Samskrit-dictio-
nary, Shabda Kalpadruma (The tree of
Words) was on the governing board of
the Hindu College life-long,
1n 1821, Mountstuart Elphinstone
(1779-1859), the Governor of erstwhile
Bombay Presidency; took the initiative
to build the Hindu Collége in-Pune for
Sanskrit studies. He wanted to placate
the Marathi society after the British
annexed the realm of Peshwas in
Third Anglo-Maratha War (1817-18).
But when he was retiring to England
in 1827, the Maratha sardars and
‘Mumbaikars’ pitched the idea of
Elphinstone Institute for English edu-
cation. They mobilised half the money
needed for the Elphinstone Institute

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with German Chancellor Angela Merkel, in Brisbane. PTI Photo

Mumbai produced an illustrious line

of public personae that shaped the
political destiny of India. Elphinstone’s
project of Hindu College, Pune for
Sanskrit Studies later metamorphosed
into western type Deccan College on
‘public demand’.,

The same grounds for English led

Bal Gangadhar Tilak, VK Chiplunkar ™
and-MB-Namjoshi —alk ‘Chiitpavan

Brahinins'~= to start the New English
School -(1880) and the Fergusson

College (1885) in Pune under the ban-

ner of Deccan Education Society.
Paradoxically, Tilak and Chiplunkar

“were great scholars of Sanskrit. Today,

Deccan Education Society has a neét-
work of schools, colleges and techni-
cal institutions:in Maharashtra. The

tragedy with today’s ‘nationalists’ is

that they “have not heard about
Radhakanta Deb, Ramkamal Sen,
Vishnushastri Chiplunkar, Suniti
Namjoshi, etc | But they are prompt in

“claiming that English was ‘imposed’

upon India by Lord Macaulay.

In the 19th century, the Hindus
(Muslims still lagged behind in this
respect) were desirous of learning
English whereas the Government was
offering them Sanskrit! Today they are
pitching for German but are being
offered Sanskrit again! Let us see if
that analogy holds completely correct.
English was the popular choice
because of three reasons. First, all
modern and contemporary knowledge
was available in English. Second,
Sanskrit was dated because there had
hardly been any knowledge-produc-
tion in that godly language for cen-
taries Third, Sanskrit scholarship was

over India. In fact; they had wrapped
up the world map, choosing to con-
centrate -on” Europe.” Germans (I
include Austrians in that definition}
produced renowned philosophers,
authors, musicians, scientists etc. But
actually it is their legendary engineer-
ing those appeals to the people most.

[Tt'is the Europé’s largest, and world’s
“fourth largest economy. Buit g1ven the

fact'that German population is grey-
ing, and they need workforce where
Indians can step-in. Thus in a result-
driven world, German steals the thun-
der over Sanskrit.

Whether German (or Germany)
could be of any help to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Make in India’ plan
remains to be seen. The Prime Minister
is yet to visit Germany In the 1970s,
the hallmark “Made in Germany” not
only implied precision manufacturing
but it also meant a highly efficient and
disciplined system of industrial pro-

. duction. The German. engineering,

automotive and chemical industries
were at the forefront of technology. No
doubt Germany was upstaged by the
US and Japan in 1980s-90s in some of
the industrial segments. But the glory
still lives on in Indian mind. The fas-
cination for ‘German’ — to my mind
— is actually a fascination for indus-
trial rather than literary/philosophical
heritage of Germany.

Are we really being kind to our
Sanskrit experts as we are starry-eyed
about Sanskrit? Has somebody done a
survey/research what our Sanskrit-grad-
uates/post-graduates/Phd holders do
after passing out from university?
Whether the careers they pursue has

where their knowledge might “find
good use. The irony is that, today most
guardians of Hindu nationalism have no
actual exposure (o Sanskrit. Many of
them are actually good at English.

But this is not wholly unreasonable.
This is because qur Sanskrit-dependen-
cy has decreased. In early 15th centu-
ry, Tndian languages had not developed

“to'an extént they could support a ciif-

riculumn, There wete few books available
in Indian languages then. But modern
Indian languages are markedly devel-
oped today. Most Sanskrit books for that
matter have been translated into Indian
and foreign languages including English.

It seerns that Kendriya Vidyalaya has

not propetly pursued the tri-lingual for-

mula. As per the Indian Education
Commssion (1964-66) chaired by DS
Kothari, every Indian child should learn
language .of his region (in non-Hindi
region) in addition to Hindi and English.
But' Kendriya Vidyalayas, located all
over India, do not teach a regional lan-
guage (unless more than 20 students opt
for it). The onlylanguages they teachrare
English and Hindi. The ‘third’ language
was Sanskrit, which was snipped by the
German. But this is not the situationin’
Kendriya Vidyalayas alone. The same has
happened in Central Board of Secondary
Education curriculum.

However, it is ironical that the
removal of German caused a diplomat-
ic furor. A hypothetical removal of
English from Kendriya Vidyalaya’s
syllabus would not have perturbed the
British Prime Minister or the
American President. But German
Chancellor Angela Merkel took up
with issue with Mr Modi at the G20

t (fater Elphinstone College) shaming ‘patronage-based’ whereas English something to do with Sanskrit or not?  summit in Brisbane. It proves that
‘ the Government into contributing scholarship was ‘market-based. In fact, Sanskrit scholars have actually German in Kendriya Vidyalayas was
b the other half. The Hindu College in Unlike the Englishmen, the been abandoned by the nationalists. notjust a language, but it was also an

Kolkata and the Elphistone College in

Germans never had a political control

They are not really involved in projects

arm of diplomacy.




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

EERCCEL

ARG WXBR

Business Standard, Delhi
Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 1

Width: 14.73 cms, Height: 18.75 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.25.7

MODI GOVT IN OFFICE | THE FIRSTSIX MONTHS

BS REPORTERS
New Delhi/Mumbai/Kolkata/Bengaluru/
Hyderabad/Chennai, 23 November

- In the first six months since taking’

charge, the Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment at the Centre has done

- enough to excite Indian industry,
. even as a slow pace of economic .

reforms during this period remainsa
cause for concern. Capturing the
mind space of people has been one of
the biggest achievements of the gov-
. ernment, which has mostly come

across as a purposeful one so fat. The -

idea seen as the most promising is
Modi’s ‘Make in India’ pitch to pro-
mote manufacturing in the country.

It might not bé possible to gauge
an establishment’s futll potential in
only six months but an early assess-
ment by some of the top corporate
leaders surely indicates lhey are bull-
ish. At least five respondents in a
Business Standard survey among
chief executives of 22 prominent
companies operating in . India,
incliuding multinationals, have given

the government a rating of nine on |

0forits overall performance. These
CEOs, whose identities are not dis-
closed, are from top companies in
sectors ranging from information
technology to finance & banking, e-
commerce, healthcare, automobiles,
consumer durables, audit, educa-
tion, infrastructure, electricals and
food & beverages.

. Ofthe 25 CEOs to whom Business
Standard emailed questionnaires,
22 reverted with what they thought
were the biggest ideas, strengths and
- weaknesses of this government in

- the first six months, They were given

© six measures to choose from in each’

of these categories. These respon-

| ECONOMIC POLICIES . -

PERFORMANCE Top score: e
Top score: 2§10 | (Three of 22 respondents)
(Five of 2 respondents) | pyerage score: 6.4410
Averagescore: %310 | | guest score: 5J0
lowestscore: %410 (Seven of 22 respondents
{Twb of 22 respondents] | rated either 4 or5)
BEST IDEAS BIGGEST BIGGEST - -
Swachh © Makein STRENGTHS VWEAKNESSES |
T'Bharat!g. Indiatd | (apturing Slowpaceof —  Others
oL | | mindspace® | @) reforms® | 8
Dlglta' | (oming across = "Delayin key
indias as purposeful appointments
govt 5 - &sadking B

* Business Standard conducted a survey among CEOs across sectors, Of the 25 contacted, 22 CEQs

responded to emailed queries,

The scores for the government's overall performance and economic policies are based on a scalg
of one 010, where 10is the bestrating and one the worst. For biggest ideas, strengths and
_Weaknesses therespondents were gwen six options for each category

dents also rated the Modi regime for
its overall performance and eco-
nomic policies on ascale of one to 10,
where one represented the worst.
ranking and 10 the best. For overall
performance, while five of the 22

CEOs gave the government nine
points (the highest score in this sur-
vey), the average score was 7.3, Only
two respondents gave it five points
(lowest in this survey).

Turn to Page 6
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The ratings, though, were less encouraging
on the economic policy front. Only three of
the 22 (a seventh of the total) gave the gov-
ernment nine points (the highest), while
seven (a third of the respondents) gave
four or five. The average score for eco-
nomic policies was 6.6. ]
Amongthe ideas that appeared to have
made the biggest impact was Modi’s‘Make
In India’ pitch, made before a line-up of
corporate honchos recently. This was
ranked the government’s best idea by
more than half the repondents (12 CEOs).
The Swachch Bharat Abhiyan, the clean-

liness drive initiated by Modi and then.
: A B

Business Standard, Delhi
Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 1
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popularised through a chain of celebrities
(like the famous ice-bucket challenge),
and the Digital India campaign to usher in
transparent governance and ease of liv-
ing, also struck a chord with India Inc.
These programmes were seen-as the
brightest ideas by four CEOs each. The
plan to do away with the Planning
Commission got the top rating from only
two respondents.

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
and the plan for smart cities — two other
popular ideas in the Modi government —
were not ranked as best by any of the 22
CEOs surveyed. -

Ofthe six strengths given asoptions, as

many as eight CECs (more than a third of

o

the total) thought capturing people’s mind
space was the greatest so far for the gov-
ernment. Coming across as a purposeful
government came a close second, with five
respondents backing it. The Modi govern-
ment’s foreign policy (US President Barack
Obama coming as chief guest for the
Republic Day being a prominent initiative)
and effective communication (Modi’s reg-
ular engagement on social media to reach
out to the masses being a significant step)
were rated as the biggest strength by four
CEOs each. Only one respondent saw ener-
gy-pricing reform as the best.

While a slow pace of reforms was con-
sidered the government’s biggest weak-
ness by as many as nine CEOs, delay in

& AR S

appointments and ad hocsackingscame a
distant second, with five CEOs calling these
the most striking weakness. Centralised
governance, encouraging personality cult
and not adhering to the mantra of maxi-
mum governance and minimum govem-
ment were been seen as the biggest draw-
backs by two respondents each. Only one
CEO said this government’s biggest failure
was not taking minorities on board.
Though every CEO was asked to list
three biggest ideas, strengths and weak-
nesses, one declined to point out any weak-
ness, saying those looking at drawbacks
were still “focused on the Nehruvian lega-
cy”. He was one of those who gave a rating
of nine for both overall performance of the

S .

government and its economic policies.
Another CEO listed only one drawback —
centralised governance. He gave 9 points
for overall performance and eight for eco-
nomic policies. Two CEOs listed only one
strength each — foreign policy.

A well-known IT company CEO, who
gave 7.5 points for economic reforms, said
the new government had got little time
before coming out with its first Budget.
“Six months is not long enough to com-
plete evaluation of the economic policies.”

Another CEO, bullish on this govern-
ment, said: “This is the brightest period we
have seen in the post-Independence India
after the period of PV Narasimha Rao and
A BVajpayee.”

z‘% @
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Sa‘nvs'krif dbe{hdf compare with
-~ German in the job market

- THILE there can be no argument that the importance of Sanskrit -
i ‘ ;\ / - as an all-India language needs to be emphasised, particularly for
¥ the young generation whose knowledge about its rich heritage is
 practically non-existent, the way in which the NDA governmient is going
about doing it, leaves a bad taste in the mouth. In pulling off German as a
third language option for roughly 70,000 students at Kendriya Vidyalyas
(KVs), as per a 2011 agreement, and replacing it with Sanskrit, the central
government has made its point about the importance of this much-forgot-
ten classical language, which has left its imprimatur on virtually every In-
dian native tongue. But the time has now come for the government not to
go overboard in trying to knock German out of school proceedings. There
.-are a couple of issues involved here. One is the obvious. Sanskrit, despite
its profound influence on the clergy (and some would argue, the hindu
mind), has not gone down as a language of masses the way it should have,
a situation not much different from Latin, also not regarded as a language
of the laity. Sanskrit certainly does not compare with German, when it
. comes to providing employment and professional opportunities for Indian
‘students, both inside the country and abroad. Two, the subject that is
 threatening to ruffle diplomatic feathers between New Delhi and Berlin,
has political underpinnings. In order to play down its Nazi past, German
" chancellor Angela Merkel’s decision to disown the swastika a few years
~ ago,-a symbol of hindu well being, which owes its origins to Sanskrit, had
- evoked sharp reactions from many believers in Europe. Some of them are
 votaries of the Sangh parivar. Coupled with it, Merkel’s reported snub of
Modi when she, not unnaturally, preferred to visit Brazil to cheer up her -
- Fifa World Cup winning team-than receive the then newly-elected Indian-
-leader, are possible triggers for the current standoff. Even though Modi -
- has subsequently assured Merkel of his support to-German language, this
- exchange itself is a pity, considering the work that Germans like Max .
- Mueller did to revive Sanskrit in this country. Mueller’s translation of the
- Upanishads more than 100 years ago remains a landmark. The ostensible
~reason for replacing German with Sanskrit in KVsis a petition in the high
'court by Sanskrit teachers, who protested against a foreign language being:
‘foisted’ upon the country, while ignoring its very own. They have a point
~but then it is up to the government to promote the language and give it the
- patronageit deserves. Higher institutions of Sanskrit learning in India are
_in decay; there are few teachers and fewer students who obviously do not
* see much point in studying a language, which does not offer employment
- opportunities beyond the clergy. Research in Sanskrit, if any, is caught in
a time warp. Why, there may not even be enough good Sanskrit teachers
. left to impart language training anymore. The government would be well
‘advised to re-examine these aspects if it is serious about popularising the
language that certainly needs-a-higher pedestal than it has at the mo-
~ment. Decisions like taking German away-from Indian students, an ex--
tremely aspfrational lot, can quickly bécome very unpopular. Io could cer-
tainly be promotedas an optional language, for instance, even in KVs.
Modi himself represents aspirational India and a man as politically canny
(. as him could surely not-overlook this simple fact; : ‘
Wonac o aoite | olglel ol g i sy e svig ot erohen! badegon:

¢ “mymind@mydigitalfc.com™
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INTEL® PHD
fellowship

B INTEL India an-
nounces the Intel®
PhD sponsorship pro-
gramme to boost quali-
ty research and en-
hance PhD pro-
grammes across the
country. In keeping
with the government of
India’s agenda to boost
quality research and
‘enhance PhD pro-
grammes, Intel India’s
PhD fellowship pro-
gramme will provide
research opportunities
for students in cutting-
edge technology as well
as provide a platform
for sharing industry
knowledge and men-
toring from senior
technology leaders at
Intel. The programme
will also provide best in
the industry fellow-

. ships, research travel -
grants and contingency . |
grants to the selected '
students. n
The Intel® PhD fellow- .
ship programme is part . |
of the Intel® higher. |
education programme .
and will be available for
eligible students from
the academic year - - .~
commencing July. The'
Intel® higher educa-

% tion programme builds -

“collaboration with pre-
mier engineering and
research institutions,
universities and the -
government to bridge -
the gap between acade-
mia and industry stan-.

“dards-and promote in- . .

" movation and entrepre-

1 neurship, reaching

~more:than 235,000 ., .

Hdstudentstandidj500 fac- -

T Ulties across 550 insti-
tutions te date.

“Intel India will share
details of research ar-
eas, application process
and fellowship benefits
to selected technology
institutions in order for
them to nominate de-
serving PhD candi-
dates. A research com-
mittee at Intel will
evaluate the candida-
ture of the PhD stu-
dent based on the re-

_search areas, engineer-
ing and research goals
of the PhD thesis and
novelty in addressing a
problem. The selected
candidates will be
awarded a fellowship of
up to Rs 570,000 per
annum for a period of
up to four years that
includes the student
stipend, contingency
research and travel
grant to attend confer-
ences and research fo-
rums.

For more details visit:
http:/fwww.intel.in/con
tent/www/in/en/educat
ion/intel-in-educa-
tion.html

mail fo:
myspace@mydigitalfc.com
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i POST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Making her
stand clear on the ongoing
third language controversy,
Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister Smriti Irani
on Sunday dismissed charges
that education was being
saffronised as she turned
down the demand to make
Sanskrit compulsory in the
curriculum,.

Answering questions on
the controversial decision to
replace German with Sanskrit
as the third language in some
500 centrally-run Kendriya
Vidyalayas, Irani said that
teaching of German under
an MoU signed in 2011 had
been in violation of the Con-
stitution. An investigation
has already been launched to
find out how the MoU came
to be signed. Responding to
demands that Sanskrit be

o,
made a compulsory language,
the minister said that the
three language formula was
very clear that any of the 23
Indian languages listed in
Schedule VIII of the Consti-
tation could be opted for. But
she reiterated that German
will continue to be taught
as a foreign language. ‘We
are teaching French, we are
teaching Mandarin, we teach
German in the same way. For
the life in me, I can’t under-
stand why people are not
understanding what I am
saying, she said. Twrnto PGY
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_ “Those who accuse me of being a RSS mascot or RSS rep-
_ resentative possibly want to deflect the attention from the
_ good work that we have done. This agenda will be flagged
~ and T will be whipped for as long as there is a need to keep
attention diverted away from the good work. I am ready for
it.  have no problem, she said.

Irani had earlier strongly defended the decision to replace
German with Sanskrit as the third language, saying the exist-
ing arrangement was in violation of the Constitution. Dis-
missing charges that efforts were being made to saffronise
education, the Minister said she has never tried to explain _
herself on the ‘basis of secularism with respect to saffronisa-
tion in terms of education’ while citing examples of choosing:
heads of institutions irrespective of their religion. ’
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ie

ABHISHEK DEY

NEW DELIIL: Its both part-
ingand party time for schools
in the national capital. With
the pre-board examinations

_round the corner, it has sud-
denly dawned that classmates
of years will go their individ-
ual ways scon. However, it’s
partying hard which has left
the management of schools
worried, which in turn have
shot missives to the parents
that they have nothing to do
with such parties being organ-
ised in Delhi.

Partying for these ado-
lescents could mean booze,
cigars, pubs and farmhouses.
Nothingis inaccessible as Jong
as these young children can
throwmoney. If the bookings

at the upmarket restaurants
and lounge bars are anything
to go by, the party schedules
are chock-a-block.
According to a source in
the police department, quite
a few incidents are getting
reported from pubs in south
Delhi’s Saket, Vasant Kunj and
Vasant Vihar areas. Though
the police claim that after sev-
eral pub owners were penal-
ised they stopped allowing
school children inside. The
upmarket hotels too have been
alerted. ‘So, the entire party
crowd of the rich school-going
population in their adoles-
cence have moved on to farm-
houses; said a police official.
Most of these parties are

organdsed on a contgibution:

basis, so it is not so difficult

for the teenagers to afford a
farmhouse budget, said the
source. ‘Even if we get tip-
offs regarding farmhouses
being booked and raid a few,
what about those cases in
which the farmhouses are
owned by the parents of the
party-mongers, about which
police have received infor-

‘mation a few times in the
‘past; the source said. ‘Also in

farmhouses, the alcohol is not
“served’, in which case legal
restrictions can be tmposed,
they are rather personally
purchased. So who is there to
stop them?” the source added.

On being asked about the
frequency of such parties tak-
ing place at five-star hotels in
the New Delhi region, addi-
tional commissioner of police
(New Delhi), SBS Tyagi, said

that no ‘such incident’ has ever
been reported in New Delhi
district. He further said, he will
definitely look into the issue if
he receives any such alert let-
ter from schools or parents.
Delhi police always stay
in touch with schools and
these issues are often dis-
cussed. Shooting alert letters
to parents is a precautionary
or corrective measure. How-
ever, we haven't received
any official complaints till
now, on basis of which we
can take actions; said Rajan
Bhagat, PRO of Delhi police.
He further said, most of the
raids on places serving alco-
hol to people aged below
25 years are carried out by
the excise department, at
times in collaboration with

police, but seldom by the
police alone.

For the records, In 2013,
more than 100 boys and girls
from reputed schools in Delhi-
NCR were caught drinking
alcohol and smoking hoo-
kah and cigarettes at a pub
in Gurgaon. Police and excise
department officials raided
the pub during the ‘sex-and-
smoke’ themed birthday party,
hosted by one of the students.
Police closed the pub down
and arrested its manager.

In 2010, around 80 stu-
dents from prestigious schools
were seen smoking and drink-
ing at another Gurgaon pub.
The pub owner was later
penalised. In both cases, the
students were let off after their
parents were called.



PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

% e Rt Nai Dunia, New Delhi
SOVERRE S LI Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 1
Width: 13.72 cms, Height: 17.99 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.27.11

ﬂéﬁwﬁ(ﬁ)lnﬁawﬁaﬂwﬁwﬁrﬁﬁ |
T SR Wi R bt ST ST S
i WRE & B T aeeE 3 W e %
TR 3 SR T SR & | 32 el 7 e
% g S W uelterg, 23 AR Hiei ¥ & Bl
AT TR o U T T g B R B -
g T gl SR Y e wreTeRi o T RS
ST 3 UL e o <l B A wiaffr 2 5 emi
T R, S I3 o T Y A ) S e
A £ | 38 a1 foh H 57 el o forg S g 2R
R RE R R

o ¥ S ARy

e SR Y e o & 7 T wme un e e
et § g ROee R sea B B el R &

VAU i 1 3T ST & 7 721 3 At wﬁﬁmoo aﬁaf‘aﬂm‘iﬁaﬁﬂw 7‘
g o S wiferer o R P S 1R | e o we e i e & RigrRe $9d T
o E7 380 e 6 fovell i AR A | g e fov o v fawa @ 2011 9 exaea o v
I YISTERE ge gu i 3 3 i wen R T AR o) on ) SRt e 3 R TR veRn
T AT T o G A o 6 % SR | e i o seei & 139 v i @ fo
HaRid =1 3 Tl w1 E S s 9t o T, 59 W o7 Yo o 98 3

efifera 3 R AT :

Ml mwﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬂ:ﬁ%aﬁ%mﬁmﬁm '
mﬁwﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁ?mwm - el o 50 oare ¥ e 9 o el v o g e
aﬁﬁﬁsﬂ;mmawﬁqmmmg mlﬁiwﬁamﬁWﬁwﬁiwmﬁWW
gl 51 it FEf _'W@%Wﬁm@aﬁﬁmsﬁm@ﬁl




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
EERCCEL
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
AR W¥DR

Millennium Post, Delhi
Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 3
Width: 12.40 cms, Height: 14.44 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.26.22

Over 4,000 si'uden’ts reglsi‘er for
AAP's vﬂchon for nation’ drive

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI Over 4 ,000
student from various uni-"
versities in Delhi have )omed -
AAP’s ‘Vacation for N tiory -

'campalgn, th party sa
_a statement

its volunteer base ahead
of Delhi Assembly elec-
tions, the AAP’s students’
wing has launched an ini-
tiative to enrol students.to
work for the party in the
national Capital. Under the
newly-launched campaign
“Vacation for the Nation, the
has begun enrolling students
from Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, Jamia Milia Islamia,
Indraprastha University and
Delhi University and its affil-
jated colleges.

‘We are targeting stu-
dents from all universities
in Delhi. Further, we are also
looking for students who are
appearing for UPSC exams

rder - to mcrease

Thé voiunieers
~will tell people
‘which party has

io demands of
. "youths

“in Mukherjee Nagar, Ber

Sarai and Jia Sarai areas,
where such students mostly

reside. A group is also tar-

geting students in the Laxmi
Nagar area who are appear-
ing for their CA exams, said
Sarita Devi, president of the
Chhatra Yuva Sangharsha
Samiti (CYSS), the students’
wing of the party. '

Among the 4,000 stu-
dents, 1,500 are from DU,

- 450 from JNU, 250 from

Jamia and 150 from IP uni-
versity. Also, there are 300
UPSC candidates and 150
CA students who have also
signed up, read the party
statement. CYSS said it has

also received 1,210 online
entries. ‘Students can work

for the party after their

exams get over by mid-

- December. They can work
guven preference

with the party in their win- .

. ter break and even continue .
s to do;se until the Delhi eleg- -

tions, Which could be held" .
in February next year; said
Gaurav Singh, secretary and
campaign in-charge.

The volunteers will com-
pare the election manifestos
of all major political parties
contesting the Delhi elec-
tions and tell the people
which party has given pref-
erence to the demands of
students and the youth.

The Vacatjon for Nation
volunteers will form a
mobile campaign unit with
ready reckoners on issues
concerning the students and
youth and how these canbe
brought to the forefront for
the Assembly elections, said
a party spokesperson.
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DU, NU teachers demand
telease of GN Saibaba

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The teach-
ers and academicians of
Delhi Unjversity and JNU

* (Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
 sity) carried out signature

campaign for the release of
professor GN Saibaba, who

‘was arrested by Maharashtra

Police in May this year for
alleged Naxal links.

‘The campaign was
organised under the banner
‘Committee for the Defence
and Release of GN Saibaba.

‘We are carrying out a
signature campaign which
will be submitted to Presi-
dent of India to appeal for
the release of GN Saibaba.
His stay in the abysmal con-
ditions of Nagpur Central
Jail has had a telling effect
on his health, Contrary to
the claims of the police and
the jail authorities, the soli-
tary cell and the premises
are unfriendly for a 90 per
cent disabled person, said a
member of the committee,

- Months after he was
questioned for suspected
Maoist links, GN Saibaba
was picked up by Maharash- -
tra police in May while he
was returning home from
work. The raid on Saibaba
came after the arrest of JNU

. student Hemant Mishra
- who-allegedly mentioned

his name. -

Saibaba'is suffering from
permanent post-polio paral-
ysis of the legs. He also suf-
fers from acute cervical and
lower' lumbar spondyli-
tis, multiple cramps in his
hands along with hyper-
tension and has a history of
cardiac arrest, informed the
member of the committee.

The committee has also
argued that Saibaba should
not have been incarcerated
like this. ‘Bven if his arrest
was necessary for some rea-
son, there was certainly no
need to intensify his suf-
fering by putting him in
unda cell} read
its pamphlet.
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German envoy 's role under d|plomcmc scanner

PRESS TRUST OF INDiA .

NewDelhz e

Taklng on her critics,
human résource develop~
ment’ (HRD) minister Sm-
riti Trani on Sunday dis-

" misséd charges that educa-

tiori was being saffronised
even as shé turned down
demands that Sanskrit be
made compulsory in the
currictidunn,

“Those who accuse me

of being a RSS mascot or -

RSS representative possibly
want to deflect the atten-
tion from the good work
that we have done... This
agenda will be flagged and 1
will be whipped for as long
as there i a need to keep at-
tention diverted away from
the good work. I am ready
for it. T'have no problem;”

she told journalists at the
agency headquarters here.

- Answering questions on.

the controversial decision

to replace German with

Sanskrit as the. third lan-
guage in some 500 central-
ly-run Kendriya Vidyalayas,

Irani said that teaching of

German under an. MoU

signed in 2011 had been‘in
violation of* the Constitu-
tion. An investigation has

already been launched to-

find out how the MoU came
to be signed. .
* Responding to demands

that ‘Sanskrit be made a -

compulsory language, the
minister said that the three-

language formula was very:

clear that any of the 23 Indi-
an languages listed in
Schedule 8 of the Constitu-
tlon could be opted for.

German will‘€oritirite t

taught ‘as a foreign lan-
guage. “..
French, we are teaching

Mandarin, we teach Ger- .

man in the same way. For

the life in me, I can't under--
- stand why people are not
runderstanding what I am

saying,” she said:

~Irani had earlier strongly.

defended the decision to re-
place German with Sanskrit
a§ the third language, say-

Language game

education pohcy

® HRD ministry had last week dec;ded 10 repluce German
by Sanskrit as third Iunguage since it felt the practice
violated the three- language strudure in the nuhonal

status und role

'm German ambussudor Michael Sfemer is sirongly
lobbying against the replacing of German, an act held by s
the Indian government as mcompuhble wﬂh the envoy s

ing: 'the exisiing arrange-
ment. was in violation of the

Constitution:
Meanwhile,

ambassador Michael Stein-

er’s lobbying against 'gov-

ernment-decision to scrap -
German as.third Ianguage ;
is being frowned upon by

the government, which sees

it as 'i_n'pompatibleh.vv‘l‘th' an’
envoy’s role. After German

was replaced with Sanskrit

as the third - language -in’
- government-run:

central -
Kendriya Vidyalayas, - the

_envoy’s activities which in-

i 8

m’&’.c.

We are‘teaching

ed,  “Sanskrit

o clude reaching out to, San- -
But she; r@tera?ted h tys

rity Shyks jak;, S
hé] dmg
helders in private schools
here on the issue are being
seen as “uncalled for.>
1t is-also-seen that his
Strong pltch for resolution

-of the issue of teaching Ger-

man as third language in

KVs across India is against -

the “national policy” on
three- language formula for
central-run schools. Stein-
er, after the meeting, tweet-

German“

, gb da
'etmés ofstak %‘”ﬁ %l’féé.t desp

Shikshak

Sangh’ sﬁppofied-my ideato -

organise, -early 2015, con-
ference on Indo-Germanic
language family” and' he
had “in- depth exchange
with...Sangh ‘ leaders ‘on
Sanskrit and German in
very friendly atmosphere:””
‘After the meeting; Sangh
officials said they explained
to the German side that the
agreement.signed between

India- and - Germany for
‘teaching German as a third

language in KVs was in vio-

lation of both National Edu-

cation Policy as.well as
three—language formula.

However_lt %S el eyed
e'thé"edncerted ™
efforts ' by the German

“envoy, there will not be any’

rethink on the decision of
replacing German but the
students wanting to study

the foreign language can

still do so as an ‘additional”
subject as government has
decided to continue with
services of teachers: hu:ed‘
for teachmg it.

* Edit MyN\lnd Halren Deutsch PH
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One of Ehe major challenges in regulating higher education in India is the fact that there

B he Times Higher Edu-
¥ cation World Universi-
ty Rankings 2014-15
have once again
: demonstrated the dis-

tance that Indian universities
needstotravelforachievingexcel-

lenceinhighereducation. Itisfair
to say that we shouldn’t be sur-
prised thatnotasingleIndian uni-
versity is among the'top 200 in the
majorrankingsof globaluniversi-
ties in the world, While a signifi-
cantnumber of universitiesinthe
US, Canada, the UK, Europe, Aus-
traliaand New Zealand are promi-
nently present in the Times 2014

. rankings of universities, recent -

‘trends have demonstrated that
many countries in Asia and the
Middle East have acquired an in-
spiring presence among the top

+ 200 universities in the world.
These include: Japan (5); Hong
Kong(4); Korea(4), Turkey (4); Chi-
na(8); Singapore(2); Israel(1);and
Taiwan (1).

There is aneed for transforma—
tion of the regulatory environ-
ment for seeking fundamental re-

forms in the higher education-

sector. Thereislittiedoubtthatthe

higher education sector is crying

for reform and mindless prolifera-

-tion of rules and regulations with

numerous approval mechanisms
and inspection regimes will not
help inraising the guality of high-
ereducation, nor will it foster the
promotion of excellence:
Thefollowing issues need to be
carefully considered while exam-
~ining thenature of regulatory re-

form that is needed inthe hlgher«

.educatmn space

Deﬁnmg goals and
‘purposes of regulatlon
One of the major challengesin
regulatinghighereducationinIn-
dia is the fact that there are few
clearly definsd goals and purpos-
esof regulation. This has created
a regulatory ehvironment of in;
stitutionalised - ‘adhocism - in
which numerous regulators of
‘highereducation, bothat the cen-
tral and state levels, are occupy-
. ingspaces with a view to regulat-
-+ ing higher education, imposing
‘standards, and monitoring the
functioning and effecfiveness of

arefew deaﬂy deﬁned goals and purposes of regulatmn

The higher education sector is crying for reform, and 'mindless proliferation of
rules and regulatlons with numerous approval mechanisms and inspection:
regimes will not help i in raising the quality of h[gher education

higher education institutions.
Some of these institutions, unfor-
tunately, don’t have the compe-
tence to fulfil these responsibili-
ties. The powers and functions of

many of thesebodiesare vast and.
- not defined properly. Because of

thefact that the regulatory bodies
are, at times, grant making and
funding institutions, there is a
problem of misplaced priorities
inregulation. Any progressiveap-
proach to regulation needs to de-
velop clearly defined goals and
purposesof regulation. Theregu-
“latory environment shotld foster
a culture of excellence among
o h1gher education msututlons

'Allgmng regulatory

:’.?framework to excellence

Indlan higher educationsystem

> f Uffers from several forms “of
m leCI‘lty The prevaﬂmg set. of
: rules_and regulatmns do not en-

able innovation in higher educa-
tion. The regulatory framework
needs to be alighed to the aspira-
tionsof higher educations institu-
tions to seek excellence. This in-
evitablymeans thatthereisaneed
for re-examining the existing reg-

ulatory framework on the basis of ~

the institutional:objectives and
goals measured in defined and
measurableterms. For example, if
one of the goals of higher educa-
tion inIndia istopromotesubstan-
tive research, scholarship and
knowledge creation through pub-

f

]ications,théil theregulatoryenvi-

ronment needs to enable the facul-

ty members in the universities to -

havereasonablehoursof teaching
inasemester. This will allow them
topursueresearch through think-

“ing, reflection, analysis and also
givethemadequatetimeandspace -

topublishtheirresearch. Unfortu

nately, since our regulatlons tend
to follow a one-size-fits-all policy,
thereislittle scopefor institutions
to be differentiated by the regula-
tors in relation to their own goals
and aspirations. Thishagresnltted
inasituation where the higher ed-
ucationinstitutionsarenotableto

. seek excellence in any aspect of
~fheir governance.

Addressing eonﬂicting,
regulatory mechanisms
.7'The higher education regulato-

‘ryenvironmentin Indiaisnotonly
complex but also multi-layered

with different forms of ambiguity,
uncertainty and contradiction in
the rules and regulations. While
thestate and central governments

areinvolved in different aspects of*

regulatinghighereducation, there

.arealsoanumberof statutorybod-

ies and institutional mechanisms
which are regulating certain as-
pects of higher education. In addi-

tion, there have been'a plethora of-

judgments.of the Supreme Court

of Jndia and the various High .

Courts which have interpreted

various aspects of laws, rules and

re’gula’tibns‘ of higher education.

Thereareveryfew areas, if atallin
higher education in India, which
arenotregulated. Thishascreated
a conundriim in which the higher

ustration: ASIT BAGCHI

education institutions have little .

. opportunity tobe imaginative and

innovative in their approaches to
institution building. One-of ‘the
most effective ways of addressing
conflictingregulatorymechanism
isfor prgmoting, over a sustained
period of time, inistitutional lead-
ership. While the University
Grants Comunissioncould play the
roleof aninstitutionthat provides
leadership in higher educatiod

‘policy, there is a greater need for

ensuringlegjtimacyand credibili-

-ty of our regulators for them to

make an effective contribution to
thisaspect.

Ensuring transparency
in the exercise of
regulatory powers
Regulatory powersinrelationto
higher education, like other areas
of governance, have been abused.
Higher education regulations and
institutional mechanisms for en-
suringhigh standardsinhighered-
ucation have, unfortunately, creat-

of trust and respect between the
regulators and higher education
Jnstitutions.Mutualsuspicionand
deeply embedded institutional bi-
ases and prejudices along with his-
torical context of the growth and
development of regulations have
ledtosignificantdegreeof distrust

- prevailing among all the stake-
holders. This needs to change and

the first step to promote greater
fransparency in the exercise of
regulatory powers is to substan-

tiallyallowgreater parti/cipationof :
" all stakeholders in the discussions

related to the design and formula—
tionof regulations.

Promoting institutional
mentoring by the
regulators .

The most important purpose of

- the : regulatory framework' for

highereducationistopromoteex-

cellence. Promotingexcellencein - |

higher 'education .is possible

throughaprocessof institutional ..

mentoringfacilitated by theregu--

- lators. The current approach of

the regulators becommg inspec-

torsand usmgmomtormg, sham:. |
ing and impositions of sanctions |

against the institutions is not -
helping the aspiration of Indian
higher education sector: to:

achieveexcellence. The vastnum: = |

bers of higher education institu--
tions in. India have diverse chal-

" lenges due to their institutional

ed opportunities for corruption,

nepotism and abuse of power.
There is a need to ensure trans-
parency and accountability in the
exerciseof powersbyallhighered-
ucation regulators. But this will
notoccuruntitwedevelopaculture

traJectpmes The higher educa-

. tion regulator should be able to

“see the difference among institu-
tions and should adopt unique
forms of institutional mentoring
thatbuild capacity and contribute
toachieving excellence.

Indian higher education is
poisedtoseek systemicreformsin
itsregulatory environment. Lead-
ership from all the stakeholders

- in the higher-education sector is

essential. However, the govern-
ment of India and the state gov-
ernments, including the indepen-
dent regulatory bodies and
statutary institutions, are in a
critical positiontoshapetheregu-
latoryenvironmentinhigheredno-
cation for helping India achieve
its full potential for excellence.
Till such time this change occurs,
we will be lamenting about the
state of higher education inIndia

- without tangible change taking

placein our institutions.

Prof CRaj Kumar, a Rhodes
Scholar, isthe Founding Vice-
Chancellor of OPJindal Global
University, Sonipat, Haryona
Email: VC@jgu.edu.in
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HRD minister turns down demands
to make Sanskrit compulsory

New Delhi, Nov 23; Taking on her crit-
ics, HRD minister Smriti Irani on Sun-
- day dismissed charges that education
was being saffronised even as she
turned down demands that Sanskritbe
made compulsory inthe curriculum.
“Phose who accuse me of being an
RSS mascot or RSS representative pos-

sibly want to deflect the attention from

“the good work that we have done... this

agenda will be flagged and I will be

whipped for as long as there is aneed to
keep attention diverted away from the
good work. I amready for it. 1 have no
proble_m,” she told PTThere.

Answering guestions on the contro-
versial decision to replace German with
Sanskrit as the third langwage in some
- 500 Kendriya Vidyalayas, Irani said that

“teaching of German under an MoU:
51gnedm2011hadbeenmv1olat10nof the™

. Constitution. An invéstigation has al-
ready been launched tofind outhow the

‘MoU cametobesigned.

Respondmgtod&
mandstt;atSansmt
bemadeacompulso-
ry language, - the
minister said’ that
the three language

. formula was very’

clearthat any of the’

‘23 Indian languages
listed in Schedule 8

of the Constitution couldbe optedfor.
But she reiterated that German will

- continue to be taught as a foreign lan-

guage. “...weare teaching French, weare
teachingMandarin, weteach Germanin
the same way, Forthelife inme, I can'tun-
derstand why people arenot understand-
ingwhatlamsaying,” she sa1d

. Iraniihad earlier strongly defendedthe

) de01s1on to replace German with San-

skritasthethirdlanguage,sayingtheex-
isting arrangement was in violation of

 theConstitution. . -~ S PIT
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Indian students are once again Emkmg g
for American degrees

Here's one pt)ssibie indicator that the US economy

_has turned the corner—the number of Indian stu-

. dents to American colleges has registered a rise for .

! thefirsttimeinfiveyears. Economlcanalystsbelzeve o
" that Indians had lost faith in the American economy -

" andthe: US ]ob market 80 many ha& demded to stay-

~ recent report by the Instltute of Internaimnal Educatlon whichlooks at
_ Indianand Chinesestudents in American universities. There were close
: i 10 900,000 international students in American unfversities in 2013, of _
' -Whlch five out of every ten were from India and China. :
According to the report, Chinese studenis tend to choose undergraduu. s
. ate courses focused on business, while Indians opt for short graduate pro-
. ~ grammes inmoretechnical subjects likescienceand maths Whentheygo
- for an international degree, Indians prefer to go for'two-vear graduate
- coursesthatleadtohigh-payingjobs. Closeto80% of Indianstudentsinthe
- USlastyearwereaimingtogettechnicaldegreesinscience, technology,en-
gineering or maths, the study showed. Chinese students leaned more to-
wards business degrees. The report shows Indians are more cost- beneﬁt ;
conscmus thanthe Chinese. Theaveragestudent costworlks outto $250,000
~over fouryears If nojobis guaranteed, as wasthecaseinthe lastfouryears, -
- Indians stayed away. With employment numbers in the US showing an
tiptick, Indian students are once again looking for Americandegrees.
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achal

Preszdem‘ Pranab Mukher]ee (Right) lighting the lamp at the Ist Convocation of Natzonal Institute of Technology, Amnachal
Pradesh on. Frzday UB Photos.

CORRESPONDENT

ITANAGAR, Nov 21 — Arnid
unprecedented security, Pres-
ident Pranab Mukherjee today
attended the first convocation
of the National Institute of Tech-
nology (NIT), Arunachal
Pradesh at Yupia, 16 kms from
the State capital, [tanagar.

‘Delivering the convocation
address at the makeshift pan-
dal at the NIT premises, the
President said turning NITs
into world-class ehgineering
institutes calls for developing
multiple linkages. i

NITs have to actively engage
with other institutes for re-
search collaboration and shar-
ing of best practices. They
have to be more proactive in
their interaction with the in-
dustry. Most NITs have an in-

dustry interface cell in place.
The cell has to explore possi-

‘bilities like sponsoring of chair

positions by industry; drafﬁng
experts from industry in

project guidance and curricu~

lum design; and setting up in-

cubation centres, laboratories

and research parks, he said. -
While citing PM Narendra

Modi’s “Make in India” initi-

ative, he said the initiative
aimed at making our country
a manufacturing hub depends

to a large extent on the deep-

ening of this academia-indus-
try alliance.
Mukherjee also said that re-

search and innovation in NITs -

have to be given precedence
in academic development.

“Some of the steps, Ifeel, that

require renewed focus are in-
ter-disciplinary approach in

course cumcula andresearch,
identifying the areas of core
competency and nurturing cen-
tres of exeellence, strengthen-
ing under-graduate research,

and making research an inte-

gral part of the teaching-learn-
ing process,” he added.
Informing that a suggestion
was made in the NIT Direc-
tors’ Conference that an Mot
for exchange of students and
faculty, materials and publica-
tions, and joint education and

research activities could be ne-
gotiated and signed on behalf of

all NI'Ts in the North East with
a consortium of institutions in
Singapore, the President said

such cooperation will provide a
fillip to country’s “Look East”

policy as well.
The Pres1dent said that
NITs havetoalso dev1se mech-

-anisms to connect with their

alumni, many of whom have
excelled in their chosen field.
They could be inducted in gov-
ernance mechanisms, or uti- |
lised for business and project
mentoring of students and in
curriculum design.

On the occasion, the Presi-
dent also conferred the hon-
orary doctorate of education
on noted academician and vice
chancellor of Royal Universi-
ty.of Bhutan, Prof Dasho Pena
Thinley.

Arunachal Pradesh Governor
Lt Gen Nirbhay Sharma (Retd)

- and Chief Minister Nabam Tuki

also addressed the convocation.
Among others, Speaker Nabam:
Rebia, Chairman of Board of
Govemors Dr Gagan Prathap

and NIT Director Prof CT Bh
niaalso shared the dais. 7
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inar on children’s
education

CORRESPONDENT

HATLAKANDI, Nov21-A
seminar on the complete edu-
cation for a child’s future was

‘held at Gandhi Bhawan, Lala
in Hailakandi district on the oc-
casion of the annual function of

Mount Peak English School re~

_cently.

The president of the school,
Lakshmi Niwas Kalwar con-
ducted the seminar, which was
addressed by Samarjit Singha
of the Lala Rural College, Swa-
pan Kumar Roy of Jamira HS
School, writer S Bhattacharjee,
Suman Chaubey, Phajatombi
Devi of Mount Peak School,
Subhankar Singha of Lala Town
Committee, Bharat Bhusan

- Chauhan of PK Girls’ HS School,
programme coordinator of the
ICDS in Hailakandi, Nibedita
Singha, educatiorust Mahendra
Prasad Pandey and Kallol Das.

All the speakers highlighted

‘the various aspects of educa-

tion in the life of a child. They
stressed the need to unpart
better education which would
make the soclety stronger and
alsolead to the development of
the country. They said that stu-
dents are the backbone of the
society and hence, they should

‘be murtured properly. They

held the view that teachers
render their service tirelessly
with limited resources tomould
the career of students. Evenin
theremote corners of the coun-

iry, people are showing a keen

Interest in sending their chil-
dren to'schools, they added.

A cultural programme was
held in which various items |-
were presented by the students
and teachers of the school. Priz-
es were also given away by the
guests to the winners of vari-
ous cultural competitions.
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BENGALURLU: A one-year train-
“ing programme will be made

students should the proposed
amendments be given ap-
proval, Prof Uday Gadkari,
president of Council of AI‘Chl-
tecture, has said.

Speaking afteri mauguraung

the R V College of Architec-
ture in the City on Saturday, he
said that a set of new amend-

the Indian Architecture Act,

1972, and that a committee has
heen formed to look into it

“One of the important

mandatory for Architecture.

the new standalone campus of .

ments have been proposed for

changes that will be imple-
mented if the proposal is ac-

cepted is that the students will

have to complete one-year
{raining under a practising pro-
fessional after their course is
completed,” Gadkari said.
Hesaid that there wasaneéd
to treat planning of a building
as a speciality. “Presently, any-
one can design the plan of a

‘building. In future;itwill be en-
“sured that only an arctntectwﬂ] :

do the final demgn,” he said. -
‘While the new revisions are
likely to bring in stringent reg-
ulations on the professional
front, students may have a

ne-year training programme to be
compulsory for Architecture students

thing to cheer about. Presently;
it is mandatory for students to
complete the first three semes-
ters by the time they reach the
final year. It has been proposed
that the rule be relaxed.
Panduranga Shetty, presi-
dent, Rashtriya Shikshana
Samithi Trust, said that the

state-of-art campus is the first.
~ofits kind in the country asitis

the only college dedicated to
architecture. The campus has

‘allthe facilities including a stu-

dio, seminar hall, multipurpose
hall, open air theatre, exhibi-
tion hall and hestels.

DH News Service
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ticke re exams

to1ssue

B

MewatiS]taram@ T

Students appearing for gradu-
ate and postgraduate examsin
the forthcoming session have
, reason to cheer. Mumbai uni-
.yersity (MU) will issue hall

tickets 20 days before the
-scheduled start of exam. _
Earlier, students had a tough
time as colleges issued hall
tickets eithertwo days orjusta
-day prior to the first exam.
. The decision to issue hall
‘tickets with enough days to
‘Spare was arrived at unani-

mously in a recently conclud ,

ed MU councﬂ meetmg The '

move will not only help.stu-
dents concentrate better on
their studies, but it will alse
give college authorities ample
time for preparation.

Asper MUrules, hall tickets

are supposed 1o be issued 20

days before the examination.

But due to manifold risein MU

affiliate colleges, large number
of students in the distance-
learning category, and the ever-

‘increasing humber of regular

students, the issuance of hall
tickets invariably has been get-
ting delayed every year.

What has been causing the ﬁ@é&fy?

“"As per MU rules, halt tickets are supposed to be issued 20 da\}shéfore

the examination. But due to manifold rise in MU affiliate colleges,

. large number of students in the distance-learning category, and

the ever-increasing number of regular students, the issuance of hail

) tickets invariably has been getting delayed every year

Almost all student associa-

-tions had raised this issue,

compelling officials to tak.e a
call on it urgently.
A senior officer said, “Actu—

-ally, we dispatch hall tickets to
-colleges concerned 15 days

before the exam. There is nev-
er any delay from our end, but

college authorities give a false
picture, blaming the univer-
sity for the delay”

“We are always looking to

help students even at the last .

minute, Sometimes, students
fill examination forms late,
but we make sure to issue hall
tickets a day prior to exam, or

we issue it at the centre before
the-start of the exam. Now,

.varsity has taken a serious

note of issuing hall tickets 20
days before,” he added.

“Another MU official said,
“From now.on, MU will publi-
cise issuance of hall tickets
via print and electronic me-
dia, so students can go to col-
leges to collect them at the
earliest.”

Despite numerous attempts
to contact Dinesh Bhonde,
coniroller of examination,
MU, he remained unreachable
for comment.
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Mewati Sitaram @dna

Is the Brihanmumbai Munici-

pal Corporation (BMC) mov-
ing at a snail's pace, or not
moving at all?

BMC has not granted exten-
sion to around 365 aided and
non-aided schools in the city: If
these school are not granted
extension immediately, it will
jeopardise the future of thou-
sands of students. And what’s
worse, extension will be due for
another 350 schools this year. -

Bvery five years, numerous
aided and unaided schools seek
extension from BMC. A highly
placed source in the civic edu-
cation department said around
365 unaided and aided schools

“had applied for extension, but
-it had not been granted for un-
known reasons.

According to civic officials,
400 aided and 600 non-aided

schools have to seek recogni-
tion every five years. Permis-
sionis required evenfor start-
ing a new division. And

- complaints of irregularities
in this process-are aplenty.

The issue was raised in the
civic education committee by
amember.

Many committee members
have come out in support of

these schools. One of them,
Congress corporator Ajanta
" Yadav, said: “Owners and di-

rectors of schoocls are made to

run here and there for getting
extension. There is no clarity
even on the documents re-
quired for the process.”
Yadav said: “There should
be a time limit for granting

- extension. That could save

precious time. If the time
limit is not adhered to, strict
action should be initiated
against officials concerned.”

One of the school directors
said: “Civic officials are least
hothered about the future of
students. We need to grease
their palms to get approvals,
and despite that they delay
granting permission.”

BMC education committee
chairman Vinod Shelar said:
“We will make sure there isno
delay in granting extension’
We are keeping track on delay
tactics of civic official. We
will make sure these files are
cleared at the earliest.”
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OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, Nov. 22: The newly
introduced 20-mark project
work for higher secondary
{HS) students will be asses-

sed entirely by their school-

teachers as the Council of
‘Higher Secondary Education
does not have enough hands
for external evaluation. - -
As Class XTI students will
be evaluated on their per-
formance in five papers, each
carrying 100 marks, the new
system will mean the inter-
nally assessed project work
will carry 100 marks (20x5).
When the project work —
on subjects where laboratory
sessions are not required —
was introduced in 2013 for
the batch that will appear for
HS exams in 2015, it had been
announced that it woutd be
evaluated entirely by exter-

N

nal examiners. Bui, in a re-
cent directive, the HS council
said projects of Class XI stu-
dents would be entirely inter-
nally marked.

“There can’t be fairness
in the evaluation process if
the project work of the stu-
dents are evaluated entirely
by their own schoolteachers.
The project work should be
assessed by external examin-
ers to ensure transparency,”
said an English teacher at an
HS school in south Calcutta.

Project work has to be su-
bmitted on non-lab subjects,
such as the languages, histo-
Iy, gecgraphy, economics and
accountancy, which means
students have the option of
picking only these subjects to
get the benefit of being evalu-
ated internally on 100 marks.

Project work is compulso-
ry for ISC students, too, but
they are evaluated by exter-

nal examiners through viva
voce. Questions are asked on
the work that a student sub--
HS council secretary Sub-
rata Ghosh said it was not”
possible for the council to
arrange for external examin-
ers for eight lakh HS candi-
dates. “We have to leave it to
the schools to manage the
evaluation of the project
work because it is not possi-

‘ble to engage the correspon-

ding number of external ex-
aminers,” he said. o

A council source said the
authorities changed the ear-
lier policy because of “lack of
preparedness”.

Some veteran teachers of
higher secondary schools sp-
oke of the need for joint asse-
ssment of projects by intern-
al and external examiners so
that students don’t get more
marks than they deserve.
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Learning Sanskrit could enable you to read the
Rig Veda — or the Kama Sutra— in the
original. But should it be a compulsory subject
in schools? Shuma Raha examines the
attempt to make the language mainstream in
the wake of the government’s move to replace
German with Sanskrit as the third language in

the Kendriya Vidyalayas

he office of Samskri-
ta Bharati in Delhi is
nondescript enough.
There are some stan-
dard issue tables and
chairs placed along
bare walls, a few com-
puters and a small group of men who
go about their work quietly It’'s when
you hear them talk that you do a dou-
bletake. They speak to each other in
Sanskrit; when they pick up the
phone, they say “Hari Om” (instead
of “hello”), and quaintly — and some-
what charmingly — ad-
dress a female visitor as
[ERe “Mahodaya”.
fo The mood here is up-
beat today. The human

- By denying children
the opportunity to leam

. three-language formula mandated by

the Constitution relates only to Indi-
an languages,” says D.K. Jha, presi-
dent, SSS. “You cannot teach German
or any other foreign language as the
third language.”

It’s not yet a done deal, of course
— on Friday the Supreme Court
admitted a petition from parents and
asked the Centre to explain its deci-
sion to replace German with San-
skrit.

The point is that in the Hindi belt
at least, if you stop the KVs from of-
fering a foreign lan-
guage as the third lan-
guage (most students
do study German as
the KVs have had an

resource development amodern foreign arrangement  with
ministry has an- : Goethe Institut-Max
nounced that German Ianguage and makmg Mueller Bhavan since

(and other foreign lan-
guages) can no longer
be taken as a third lan-
guage in Kendriya
Vidyalayas (KVs) and
_.-Students -will: have -to -
““switch to Sanskrit in
stead.™It'sa sfep inthe ™
‘right direction,” says’
Dinesh Kamath, all-:"

skrita Bharati, an NGO that works
“for the revival'of Sanskrit and has
-close links with ' the . Rashtriya
~ Swayamsevak Sangh. “Sanskrit is
" the'mother of all Indian languages.
Children need to study it because it
will link them to our culture.”
The HRD ministry’s move came in
the'wake of a public interest litiga-
tion filed by the Sanskrit Shikshak
-Sangh (885),an association of -Sans-
krit teachers, which says that the
teaching of a foreign language in
schools is unconstitutional. “The

them leamn Sanskrit
instead, they are
promoting educational
dbscurantsm

* Historian

India organising secretary of Sam

2011), the only alterna-
tive is Sanskrit. That’s
because there simply
aren’t enough takers
for other Indian lan-
guages like Bengali or
Tamil in these parts.
So'in"effect, by scrap-
ping German, the gov-
ernment is making it
mandatory for children to study San-

skrit as their third language in Class-
"es VI, VII and VIIL And the same

norm could well be applied to all
CBSE 'schools in time to come.

Few would quarrel with the idea
of teaching — or learning — a classi-
cal language as rich and elegant as
Sanskrit — the language of Kalidasa
and Kautilya, of Meghadootam and
Arthashastra. The question s,

-should it be made compulsory? And

should the rationale for teaching San-
skrit be caught up with the idea of in-
stilling “sanskaar” and “sanskriti” —

fProféssor z
'son, Special Centre for Sanskrit Stud-

the concept of vasudhaiva kutum-
bakam — the world is your family,”
saysRao.

But some Sanskrit supremamsts ;":

go a step further and say that the ™
- study of the language gives you bet- .0
ter values. “It teaches you life skills. It
teaches you about love and affec-:

tion... Girls don’t go astray,” says S.
Padmanabhan, head of the depa
ment of Sanskrit, Madras University;

““There is zero per cent divorce and

suicides among people who have
learnt Sanskrit,” claims Jha, seem-
ingly in possession of statistics that
would interest psychologists and so-
cial scientists alike.

And of course, all of them want
the language to be made compulsory

BORN AGAIN: A Sanskrit camp conducted by Samskrita Bharati at a village in Jammu--

traditional values and culture —in
children? .

Ask any Sanskrit scholar and he
or she will insist that children should
learn the language because it is in-
trinsic to our Indianness. “Sanskrit
is not just a language, it is a vehicle of
our culture. You cannot be a real Indi-
an if you dow’t know Sanskrit,” says
. Upender Rao, chan"per-

ies at Jawaharlal Nehru University,
Delhi. Agrees Professor Srinivasa
Varakhedi, vice-chancellor of Kar-
nataka Sanskrit University, “If you
arenotrooted in Sanskrit, you are de-
rooted from our culture.”

That is a problematic assertion as
Sanskrit is inevitably associated
with Hinduism and Hindu culture.
Hence, making its study mandatory
in schools could be interpreted as an
attempt to impose the cultural hege-
mony of a particular religion on the
entire country. Of course, the schol-
ars scoff at the notion and say that
the ancient language is not bound to
any one religion. “Sanskrit always
speaks for everybody. It is rooted in

'“There are about 5,000

“gurukuis and toles (tradi
tional Sanskrit schools) in
India

$Most gurukuls teach only
Sanskrit and many of them
donotgofora recogmsed
~degree

% Sanskrit is taught in 120
universities in the country

_ %iCareer avénues: academ- .

ics and the civil services

4 Sanskrit teachers want the
subject to be made com-
pulsory in schools and
Sanskrit departments
set up in every central
university

at the school level, with Kamath
going so far as to insist that it should
be taught right from Class I.

There is an element of linguistic
fundamentalism here that has many
educationists worried. And some feel
that the government’s decision to re-
place German with Sanskrit in the
KVs could fuel the trend even more.
Says Arjun Dey, historian and for-
merly professor with the National
Council of Educational Research and
Training. “By denying children the
opportunity to learn a modern for-
eign language and making them
learn Sanskrit instead, they are pro-
moting educational obscurantism.
Replacing German with Sanskrit, a
language that has no relevance in
day-to-day life, makes no sense.”

Sanskrit scholars would beg to dif-
fer. They speak passionately about
how §o many scientific and mathe-
matical concepts — including that of
“zero” and “pi” — are contained in
Sanskrit treatises written by our an-
cients. Moreover, Varakhedi points
out that since Sanskrit is widely re-
garded as a language with the most

1YHVHE VLIENSIYS 10id

scientific structure, exposure to it
also trains a child’s mind. “It glves
1 ”he

thing else — perhaps even a foreign
language? After all, the latter could
be _considered: more useful for the

another culture:
its’ language,” asks
Ameeta Mulla Wattal, principal of
Delhi’s Springdales School, which
currently has 298 children studying’
German as their third language,.
while 244 have opted for French and
114 for Sanskrit.

Wattal feelsthat if the three lan-
guage formula in the Constitution
does entail only Indian languages,
perhaps it is time the Constitution:
were amended. “After all, democracy
is all about choices,” she says.

3 hat relates to career choices,
as well. Students and their
parents are bound to take
into account the fact that.

other than academics and the civil
services, a Sanskrit graduate has few'
career opportunities. Kunal Sen, sen-
ior vice-president, Team Lease Ser-
vices, arecruitment agency, says they
do not receive queries from Sanskrit
graduates; nor do companies ask for:
them.

Interestingly, even if some stu-
dents go on to take up Sanskrit as
their second or first language after
studying it as a third (which is what
Sanskrit ideologues are hoping they
will do more and more), many of:
them do so purely because it’s a scor-:
ing subject. Chaitali Kundu opted for:.
Sanskrit as her second language in |
her Class X and Plus 2 simply to im::
prove her aggregate in the board'
exams. A Delhi girl, she went on to.
study engineering and then got an:
MBA and is now working with aman: |
agement consultancy firm. “I don’t
have any connection with Sanskrlt
anymore,” she shrugs.

Still, Sanskrit evangelists aré:
making a concerted effort to expand
its reach and influence — and do:
away with its esoteric image. Sam:
skrita Bharati, which has 3,000 cen-
tres all over India, holds Sanskrit:
Sambhashana Shiviram (spoken’
Sanskrit camps) where they promise "
to teach you to speak the language in
10 days. “We have held more than one
lakh such camps already,” says Ka-
math. The institution publishes a
monthly magazine in the language
and is also spearheading projects to
develop a dictionary of Sanskrit that
includes words coined to reflect mod-
ern terms and objects like computers
or cars and so on.{Kamath says “car”
in Sanskrit may be called “cara-
yanam™!)

No doubt, any effort to revive and
rekindle interest in a classical lan-
guage such as Sanskrit ought to be
welcomed. But imposing it on anyone
at any stage may run counter to the
mantra of “sarve bhavantu sukhinah
(let everyone be happy)” that is so
intrinsic to Sanskrit and its value
system.

Additional reporting by Kavitha

Shapmugam in Chennal
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The segregation of the
sexes is rampant on
campuses across the
country, discovers
Abimanyu Nagarajan

t was the weirdest
thing,” Vivek (name
changed) recalls. When
he first went to study at
a university in Chen-
nai, back in 2010, he
was struck by the sight of the treeless
campus. “I mean, I'd heard about if be-
fore, but to hear about it and actually see
it are two different things. I honestly
thought the whole thing was an urban
myth initially!”

No, Vivek isn't a tree-hugging envi-
ronmentalist hippie. Seeing trees being
cut down doesn’t shock or trouble him
much. But in this, it was the reason for
cutting down trees that astounded him.

“They supposedly do it to stop male
and female students from ‘gathering
under thetrees’,” he explains. “The uni-
versity is very insistent on making boys
and girls stay away from each other, and
this is one of the many policies they im-
plement to make sure it stays that way.”

That boys and girls should not mix is
an age old idea in India, the gender
equivalent of “East is east, and west is
west, and never the twain shall meet”.
But gender segregation, which many
would have thought had long been
buried in colleges and universities, still
thrives in some areas.

The view that male students should
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be stopped from ogling women students
was reinforced recently at the Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU) when its vice-
chancellor, Zameeruddin Shah, said that
women should not go to the main library
because it would only encourage men to
follow them, thus overcrowding the 1i-
brary. Not surprisingly, it kicked up a
furore.

But students say such views and
practices are rampant on campuses
across the country,

“We hear a lot of cases from across
the country of universities implement-
ing such policies,” says Huma Masood,
national programme officer, gender and
education, Unesco India (and also an old
student of AMU). “Gender segregation
isstill a problem.”

. Inmany cases, these are hardcoded
into the university’s official code of con-
duct. St. Xavier’s, Ranchi, for example,
has gender specific stairwells and has
segregated the reading room. The MES
College of Arts, Commerce and Science
in Bangalore enforces partitioned class-
rooms. Earlier this year, The Vellore In-
stitute of Technology (VIT) in Tamil
Nadu sent out a circular to students, lay-
ing down guidelines on how male and fe-
male students should interact. _

The university felt that students
were indulging in “obscene behaviour”,
such as “sitting in pairs on the path
ways, stalrcases and dark areas of the
campus”, behaviour that it claimed ran
contrary to “Indian culture and value
system”.

VIT issued the followmg diktat: “Itis
our sincere appeal to students to avoid
physical: contact except for hand-
shakes.” Any two students caught doing
anything more than shaking hands
would face “suitable corrective actions”,

The university in Chennai doesn’t
limit itself to tree chopping. An official
circular that was distributed in 2007 list-

Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.18.23

ed 10 dos-and-don’ts. Ninte of the 10 were
the usual stuff — no smoking on cam-
pus, no cellphones during class, and so
on. But the tenth one stated: “Both the
boys and girls should not talk to each
other anywhere in the campus or in the
university buses.” The same circular
also went so far as to prohibit boys and
girls from exchanging study material.
College and university administra-
tions cite reasons for seeking to put a

wedge between their men and women
students.

“We prioritise students’ safety,”
stresses L.N. Bhagat, vice-chancellor of
St. Xavier’s, Ranchi. “Rape is increas-
ingly becoming a worrying problem in
the country and we feel that minimising
contact between male and female stu-
dents will ensure that nothing wrong
will happen.”

Others feel it’s a simple matter of

thmgs ?

Alarge section of education experts,
on the other hand, doesn’t think thisis a
good idea. Segregatlon they argue, may
lead to behavioural problems later in
life.

“Not a]lowmg students to interact
with each other negatively impacts the
way they will later function in an office,”
says Dr Vidya Yeravdekar, principal di-
rector of the Symbiosis group. “If, from
ayoung age, boys and girls are kept sepa-
rate, they will naturally be uncomfort-
able with each other, especially if

‘they’ve been told that interacting with

eachis not a good thing to begin with.”
: Some other
experts feel that

such measures

Som gexpe ﬁ% of segregation
will only serve

feelthat ‘to push stu-
g@g?g@aﬁ@ﬁ et ponng

g ‘ iversity offi-
will only serve ginﬁlf Pl they
ill do. “Youth:

éﬁ g:@aggé‘g ‘tigday 0anre gliot
students infg .~ moresavvyand

‘a  lot  more
aware of their
rights,” Masood
says. “They are

o3 not likely to

: . take such rules

F g seriously. You
officials fear can send out all
the . circulars
you want, they

doing the very

THINKSTOCK

good behaviour that campuses have to

ensure. “It’s about enforcing discipline
and decorum,” offers K.S. Bgbai, the
principal of the Meenakshi Sunderajan

each other only if thereisa strictneed to

doso. These young men and women have

to learn how to deal with each other pro-
fessionally and understand that there is
no room for idle chit chat or other

will simply riot
accept  these

. kinds of diktats. It will boomerang (on -

university administrations).”

It seems she’s right. Many of the col-
leges that do have gender segregation
policies also have several sites and com-
munities of their students dedicated to
sharing their strange experiences and
laughing about the policy of separation.

The VIT official note was posted on-'
line in a matter of hours after it was cir-
culated (and thoroughly mocked). The
university in Chennai has an entire
Facebook group where students rant or
laugh at weird policies, though it is pri-
marily a university related discussion
forum for students and alums.

“No matter what they said, it never

- really stopped people from doing what
Engineering Collége in Chennai. “Men : o
and women should be interacting with :

they want to,” Vivek says with a smirk.
But, Masood stresses, aslighthearted .

-as the students may take such issues, the
-issue of segregation has to be tackled by
_ the:authorities. “There has to be a sys-
. tem where it'’s stopped. Lay down cer-

tainrules, and ]ust say ‘no’.”
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ALAR

NIOS CELEBRATES 26TH FOUNDATION DAY

MNEW DELHLE: The National Institute of Open School-
ing (NIOS) celebrated its 26th Foundation doy on
Sunday o Manekshaw Centre, Parade Road, Delhi
Cani. Inaugurating the event R Bhattacharya; Secre-
tary, MHRD, GOl applauded ihe NIOS for getting .
SO ceriification. He urged the NIOS to  introspect
on the quality of services rendered and work to-
wards providing education which will lead fo peace-
ful and sustainable development. YSK Seshukumar,
JS & DG, NLMA, MHRD appreciated the efforts of
the NIOS in extending opporiunities to learners who
wished to complete schooling.
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Literally speaking

YES, WE are now 74 per cent literate, clearly 10 per cent
higher than what we were in 2001. But for how long will
this harp of the old trumpet continue? When as a nation
| will we understand that to read and write is not being
literate enough? Education is not the manifestation of
the what the political class wants it to be. Education in -
the real sense is about a sound understanding of what
transpires around you and how one must make the cor-
rect form of comprehension of socio-political and eco-
nomic problems that ails the country and as an entity,
affects a common person too. When we talk of India
being a nation which promises the freedom to express
and read and write what one desires to, why then a for-
eign language should be removed and conveniently be
substituted by a language which though is India’ essence
but the use of which is certainly not viable in the current
scheme of things. Why should a political organisation
| take the onus of correcting what is being taught to the
people of the country, when in hindsight it also knows
how righteous its approach is or how diabolical its own
sense of perception is? Quality of education- whether
basic or higher has been degraded to such an enormous
extent that students who are considered as literate are
even found wanting as and when they_are required to
spell out their name or do a basic calculation of two plus
two. The skewed sense of literacy can also be witnessed
across India’s geographical expanse too. States like Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh continue to flounder while the estab-
lished bastion of education Kerala has surged even ahead.
Why cannot be figures across the country be equal? What
different does Kerala do to educate its people and make
them one of the most aware citizens of the country? The’
answer to all this debate lies in growing above from the
politics of education. Till the time we will keep fighting
as to what is deemed right for students and what is not”
and what one political party advocates and the other
despises, such figures will only remain figures.
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No move to make Sanskrit compulsory: Irani

Any of the 23 languages listed in Schedule 8 of the Constitution could be opted as third language’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

AKING on her critics,
HRD Minister Smriti
Irani Sunday dis-
missed chargesthat education
was being saffronised even as
she turned down demands hat
Sanskritbe made compulsory
in the curriculum:..

RSS representatwe p0551b1y
want to deflect the attention
from the good work that we
have done... thisagenda will be

flagged and I will be whipped
foraslongasthereisaneedto
keep attention diverted away
from the good work. I am
ready for it. I have no prob-
lem,” she told PTT journalists at
the agency’s office here.
Answering questions on
the controversial decision to
replace Germanwith Sanskrit
as the third language in some
500 centrally-run Kendriya
Vidyalayas, Irani said teaching
of German under an MoU
signedin 2011 hadbeeninvio-
lation of the Constitution. An
investigation has already been

The HRD Minister at the

PT1 office on Sunday.

Tl

launched to find out how the
MoU came to be signed.

Responding to demands
that Sanskrit be made a com-
pulsorylanguage, the minister
said the three-language for-
mulawagvery clear that any of
the 23 Indian languages listed
in Schedule 8 of the Constitu-
tion could be opted for.

But she reiterated that
German will continue to be
taught as a foreignlanguage.

“...we are teaching French,
we are teaching Mandarin, we
teach German in the same
way. For the life of me, I can’t

understand why people are not
understanding what I am say-
ing,” she said.

Irani had earlier strongly
defended the decision to re-
place German with Sanskritas
the third language, saylng the
existing arrangement was in vi-
olation of the Constitution.

Dismissing charges that ef-
forts were being made to saf-
fronise education, the minis-
ter said she had never tried to
explain herself on the “basis of
secularismwith respect to saf-
fronisation in terms of educa-
tion” while citing examples of

choosing heads of institutions
irrespective of their religion.
Irani said while rolling
back the Four Year Under-
graduate Programme of Delhi
University, she never had in

. mind which region or religion

they (the students) had come

_ from. In this context, she de- .

fended the decision to roll
back the programme, saying
the degrees offered had no ““le-
gal sanction”.

“My endeavour is what-
ever I do should be done so

_thatitiswithinlaw and favours - -
the students,” she said.
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~ and a probe into her aca-

_ “must not just protect aca-
- demicethics but also “nur-
“ture” them, and “this shameful and '

‘Plagiarism’: Teachers
at Pondicherry varsity
seek V-C’s removal

~ ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI NOVEMBER 23

FOLLOWING The Indian Express
report that documents showed
Pondicherry University Vice-Chan-

ister Smriti Irani seeking

~ India (2009 and 2011), mentionedin. -

her CV.Five out of eight chaptersand ‘
the preface appear to be verbatim

copies of papers published by eminent -

legal scholars. Two other books men-
tioned in her CV may have never been

cellor Chandra Krishna- published at all.

murthy has plagiarised  pondicherry V-C has | In another move
mostof thebookshemen-  aproblem:CVhasa| thatmayprovecontro- .
tioned in her CV, the suspect book, two | versial, Krishnamurthy - -
Pondicherry University that can’ti}etraceci has called for ameeting -
~Teachers’ Association iy of the Executive Coun- =~
(PUTA) has sent a letter . cil, the top academic =~
to Union Human Re- and  administrative <
source Development Min- body of the university,

on Monday, reportedly

her immediate removal

June 2014 meeting

demiccredentials. ™

which had been later

. Theletter from PUTA
says that avice-chancellor

indefensible act of academic thett and
cheating makes her position ashead of
aninstitution, that too of acentral uni-
versity, absolutely untenable”.

. The allegations regarding her

7 _book add to other charges of grossil-
legalities against her, says PUTA,

adding that her appointment by the
UPA regime was also fraught with
problems. '

The Indian Express had reported
-on Saturday that Krishnamurthy ap-
- peared to have plagiarised most parts
inonebookby her, Legal Education in

“The Indian Express‘
, report on Nov 22

“cancelled” by the
HRD Ministry for “vi-

triating the registrar

' “wlthout vahd reasons”.

A member of the Executwe
Council said the vice-chancellor had
called the June meeting invoking
emergency powezs “despitea govern-

mentordertonotinvoke special pow="
ers to call for emergency Executive....

Council meetings”. “The purpose was
torepatriate registrar Rajiv Yaduvan-

shi, and approve new recruitments
and 25 per cent reservation for local

students, which is against the veryidea
ofa central university.”

. Krishnamurthy was not available
for comment.

toratify theminutesofa .-

‘olatingrules” andrepa- 2
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RUHI TEWART
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

THE Ministry of Human
Resource Development
may have promised to al-
low students to pick any
modern Indian language
as their third language af-
ter removing German as
an option in Kendriya
Vidyalayas, but the deci-
sion may effectively Iranisays not
mean a return to the mandatory. P 3
KVs earlier policy where

Sanskrit had been made the mandatory third
language owing tologistical difficulties.

Top government officials admitted that
scrapping German as third language means “a
return to the earlier policy where Sanskrit was
mandatory”.

Explaining this, sources said that after KVs
decided to adopt the Three Language Formula
in 1988, regional languages were initially to be
made available as third language options. How-
ever, this system could never be implemented ef-
fectively because of logistical issues and because
of the difficulty in maintaining uniformity.

Thus,in 2001, KVspassed an order making

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Hindi, English and Sanskrit
mandatory as the three lan-
guages, allowing the option
of aregional language only as
an additional subject, if 15 or
more students opted for it.
This system carried right up
to 2011 till German was
brought in as an option.
Around 500 KVs were offer-
ing German.

While the option of pick-
Ing any modern Indian {an-
guage as third language is on
paper available to the current
batch of around 70,000 stu-
dents between Classes VI-
* VI currently studying Ger-
man, who have been affected
by the government order, the

batch entering Class VIinthe
next academic session would
have to study Sanskrit, be-
sides Hindi and English.

Top government sources
admitted there was little lo-
gistical preparedness for of-
fering any regional language
to the affected studentsin the
next three months. Since
KVs’ policy is a language will
be offered only if 15 or more
students opt for it, in the cur-
rent situation, with limited
time in hand, organising
teachers and other logistics to
facilitate each student’s de-
mand, as promised by the
minister, is posing a huge
challenge.

Officials said the ministry
and Kendriya Vidyalaya San-
gathan are “banking on the
fact that most students who
are now forced to drop Ger-
man will anyway pick San-
skrit”.

‘To those entering Class
VI next year, the option of a
regional language would be
again available only as an ad-
ditional subject, and againifa
minimum of 15 students in
that batch opt for that particu-
larlanguage.

The Board of Governors
of the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan, headed by HRD
Minister Smriti Irani, had in
itsmeeting on October 27 de-

Irani order effectively makes Sanskrit must for KVs

cided that “teaching of Ger-
manlangnage as an option to
Sanskrit will be discontinued
forthwith”. German hasbeen
kept as an additional subj-
ect/hobby class for students.

According to the HRD
Ministry, teaching German as
the third language violates
the National Policy and the
Three Language Formula, as
per which schools should
teach Hindi, English and one
modern Indianlanguage. The
latter should preferably be
one of the southern languages
in Hindi-speaking states and
Hindi, English and the re-
gional language in non-Hindi
speaking states.



PRESS Iiqu;\;l_[ATlON BUREAU Indlan EXpI'eSS, Delhl
GOYERNIEINE 0N NI Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 1
PART BN
Width: 6.48 cms, Height: 11.63 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.33.8

No ‘Father’, Bastar
Catholic schools will
have Maa Saraswali

ASHUTOSH BHARDWAJ
RAIPUR, NOVEMBER 23

UNDER intense pressure from the VHP, the
Catholic missionaries of Bastar have agreed
that principals in their schools, normally re-
ferred to as “Father”, would now be addressed
as “Pracharya”, or “Up-pracharya”, or “Sir”.

The missionaries have also agreed to putup
photographs of “Maa Saraswati” and “great
personalities who have worked for national in-
terest” in their educational institutions.

A statement saying the missionaries agreed
to the above was issued following a meeting
between the VHP and the missionaries in Jag-
dalpur in Bastar on Sunday. It was signed
jointly by Bastar district VHP president Suresh
Yadav and the spokesperson of the Bastar

- Catholic Community, Abraham Kannampala.

The Catholics run 22 schools in the tribal
district of Bastar, spread over an area bigger
than Kerala.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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“notice boards and assemblies
of all Catholic educational in-
stitutions of Bastar” should
specify that instead of “Fa-
ther”, principals be addressed

as Pracharya or Up-Pracharya
or Sir. ’

The statement added,
“The Catholic community ex-

1 presses regret if any commu-
nity, religion or society was
hurt by our community.”

While the VHP has been
targeting missionaries for long
over issues in Bastar, and
“Ghar Vapasi” programmes
havebeenundertakenininte-
rior villages to reconvert neo-
Christians, the recent contro-
versy began a few days ago
when, during an address in
Bastar, the Bishop of Jag-
dalpur church, Joseph Kol-
lamparampil, said a mission-
ary school should be
established withevery church
intheregion,

The VHP immediately
dispatched a letter to the Bas-
tar Commissioner, with copies
to Chief Minister Raman
Singh and the Governor, saying
“the address aimed to promote
communalism and narrow-

-

At the VHP, Catholic community meet.

mindedness”. The letter also
alleged instances when “Chir-
sitian missionaries put non-
demeocratic pressure on Hindu
society and administration on
_the pretext of education”.
The VHP demanded that
“Father be immediately re-
placed by Pracharya or Gu-
ruji” and statues of “Maa
Saraswati be installed”.
In Sunday’s statement, the
missionaries clarified that

“they have no intention” to -

follow the suggestion given by

the Bishop. :
Asserting that the state-

ment “upholds the sentiments

EXPRESS

of Hindu students and com-

munity,” VHP leader Suresh
Yadav justified the demand

that principals'not be called .

Father, saying they had been
secking it forlong,

“We asked these mission-
aricswhat was the meaning of
father? Father means pita. We
have only one father, how can
we address a teacher as fa-
ther? They said that their
Bible says so, and that they
consider God father, We
asked them that Bible isareli-
gious book, why do they bring

- itto educational institutions?”

he said.

T
GOVER?;IF‘Q“HE:EW?YF INDIA Monday 24th November 2014, Page: 1
Width: 16.81 cms, Height: 13.85 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-11-24.33.8
Asper the joint statement, Bastag Qathgiic SChOQES “In - other English-

medium schools, no one uses
Father for teacher, Why only
here? Addressing ateacher as
father puts emotional pres-
sure on students and their par-
ents,” he added.

Yadav said there was no
contradiction in  calling
Saraswati “Maa”, though.
“Maa and behenji are words
of respect. We address older
women as mataji, younger
women as behenji. Matayen
aur behanen, we say before
any address. Butwe never ad-
dress an old man aspita.”

The spokesperson for the
Bastar Catholic Community
said they didn’t intend to hurt
anyone. “We never pressure
anyone to say Father. We also
agreed to installing statues of
Saraswati and noted person-
alitics. We already have their
photographsin ourschools.”

About the Bishop’s ad-
dress, Kannampala said he
had given the example of Ker-
ala where churches used to
have educational institutes
when that state had poor edu-
cation. “There was no inten-
tionto hurt anyone’s feelings,”
hesaid.
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Dismisses charge that education was being saffronised
Says German will continue to be taught as forelgn language

By Mail Today Bureau in New Delhi

SAFFRON Sunday it was-
n’t as Human Resource
Development (HRD) Min-
dister Smriti Irani went
back on her word and
turned down demands
that Sanskrit should be
- made compulsory in the
“curriculum. She said
‘those who accuse her of
' being a RSS mascot possi-
- 'bly want to deflect atten-
tion from the good work

she has done.

“Those who accuse me of being a
RSS mascot or RSS representative
possibly want to deflect the atten-
tion from the good work that we

. have done... this agenda will be
flagged and I will be whipped for as
long as there is a need to keep atten-
tion diverted away from the good

i work. I am ready for it. I have no
problem,” Irani told a news agency.

She reiterated that German will con-

~tinue to be taught as a foreign lan-
guage. “We are teaching French. We are
teaching Mandarin. We teach German

: in the same way. For the life of me, I

“Turn to Page 10
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Continued from Page 1

can’t understand why people are not
understanding what I am saying,” she said.

Answering questions on the controversial
decision to replace German with Sanskrit
as the third language in some 500 cen-
trally-run Kendriya Vidyalayas, Irani said
that teaching of German under an MoU
signed in 2011 had been in violation of the
Constitution. An investigation has already
been launched to find out how the MoU
came to be signed.
sstigs

“An investigation has already been
launched to find out how the MoU came
to be signed. Responding to demands that
Sanskrit be made a compulsory language,
the minister said that the three language
formula was very clear that any of the 23
Indian languages listed in Schedule 8 of
the Constitution could be opted for.”

Irani had earlier strongly defended the
decision to replace German with Sanskrit
as the third language, saying the
existing arrangement was in violation of
the Constitution.

It is important to remember in this con-
text that India's move to drop
German as an alternative to
SanskKrit as a third language in
Kendriya Vidyalayas had
prompted German chancellor
Angela Merkel during a meet-
ing on the sidelines of the G20
summit to raise the issue with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
who assured her of looking at it
within the confines of the
Indian system. -

ha

“Prime Minister assured her
(Merkel) that he himself is the
votary of young Indian children
learning other languages. He
said how it is best done within
the confines of Indian system,
we will work it out,” External
Affairs Ministry spokesperson
Syed Akbaruddin had said.

German ambassador to
India Michael Steiner had also
raised the issue with the Indian
government and even reached
out to Sanskrit teachers,
including RSS ideologue Dina
Nath Batra.

Steiner proposed more cul-
tural exchanges as well as a
conference for promotion of
German and Sanskrit, for
fostering closer cul-
tural ties, and the
two sides readily

had said, “Sanskrit Shikshak
Sangh supported my idea to
organise, early 2015, a confer-
ence on Indo-Germanic lan-
guage family.” He also tweeted
that he had an 'In-depth
exchange' with Sanskrit Shik-
shak Sangh leaders on Sanskrit
and German in very
'friendly atmosphere'.
The HRD ministry
has received flak
in recent times

agreed to host one for being
in the near future. remote con-
Following the trolled by

meeting, Steiner Hindu organi-

— SMRITI IRANI HRD Minister -

sations particularly the RSS.
The Sangh has also been
accused by critics of pursuing
its Hindutva agenda through
changes in history and other
textbooks published by the cen-
tral and state governments.

Shiksha Bachao Andolan
Samiti founder Dinanath Batra
has even called for changes in
curriculum to better reflect
Indian values.

Modi’s home state Gujarat
has made Batra’s books com-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met German Chancelior Angela Merkel (right) in Brisbane,
Australia, on the G-20 sidelines on November 16. Merkel raised the language issue with him
and Modi assured her of looking at it within the confines of the Indian system.

pulsory in schools, leading to
massive criticism by academics
and other experts.

Last week, VHP leader Ashok
Singhal said on the sidelines of
the World Hindu Congress that
one “foreign language” is
enough in India.

“Now, there will be many more
things (apart from Sanskrit)
made compulsory. This is the
language of our country. Every-
thing was written in Sanskrit
thousands of years ago. If you
want to eliminate it, it means
you want to eliminate this
country,” Singhal had said.
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By Mail Today Bureau
in New Delhi

NEPAL PM Sushil Koirala
has promised the
bereaved family of Shaan
Prajapati that he will seek
a fair probe into the Sher-
wood College student’s
death during his meeting
with Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, who
will visit Kathmandu for
the upcoming SAARC
summit this week.

Modi will travel to Kath-
mandu on November 26 and
27 for the SAARC convention.
Shaan’s mother Neena
Shrestha and his uncle Ujjwal
Thapa, an alumnus of Sher-
wood College, had met Koirala
on Friday seeking justice.

In Delhi, former students of
the college held a condolence
meet on Sunday and claimed
that raising the matter in an
international forum would
ensure such incidents didn’t
recur in an institution of such
repute. Yeshaswee Shrestha,
Shaan’s gister who was present
at the condolence meeting,
lamented that the students
were not safe in the institution
— a topmost boarding school in
the country. “Shaan was suffer-

2 e

Yeshaswee Shreshtha, sister of late Shaan Prajapati, during the condolence meeting in
New Delhi on Sunday. - : - - R T

ing from a curable disease, but
the college does not have proper
medical infrastructure. Had he
received medical care on time,
his life could have been saved,”
Shreshtha told Mail Teday.

The college alumni alleged
negligence on part of the college
authority and demanded imme-
diate dismissal of Principal
Amandeep Sandhu. Expressing
solidarity with the bereaved
family, the college alumni
alleged that the callous attitude
of the college staff led to
Shaan’s death.

“Such an incident is unprece-
dented. There had been acci-
dents in the college in the past,
but an incident of this nature is
certainly not acceptable. We
should ensure that such inci-
dents are not repeated,” said
Lt.Gen. (retd) Syed Ata Has-
nain, an alumnus of Sherwood
College. Hasnain said he would

write to Human Resource
Development Minister Smriti
Irani seeking action against the
guilty. Dr. Paul Swarocop,
another alumnus of the
college, accused the
college authority of
acting negligently
though the teen
was critically ill.
Meanwhile, a
campaign seek-
ing justice for
Shaan flooded
social media. A
Facbook page

named ‘Justice For Shaan’ was
launched on Tuesday and now
has more than 8,300 followers.
“Shaan’s mother has lodged a
complaint with Noida
police, raising ques-
tions on the conduct
of the college
authorities. The
same charges
have been
included in the
zero FIR, which
has been later
transferred to
Nainital,” said

Vipin Belwal, a Delhi-based
alumnus of the college.

A case has been registered
against the school authorities
under Section 304 A of the IPC
(causing death due to negii-
gence). Shaan had died of septi-
caemia on November 14 after he
fell ill on November 11. When his
condition deteriorated, the
authorities of Nainital-based
college rushed him to a private
hospital in Haldwani on Novem-
ber 13. He was later shifted to a
Noida hospital where he suc-
cumbed to the illness.
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Mail Today, Delhi

By Mail Today Bureau
in New Delhi

HUMAN Resource Develop-
ment (HRD) Minister Smriti
Irani may have dismissed
charges that education was
being saffronised even as she
turned down demands that
Sanskrit be made compulsory
in the curriculum. But this has
only left schools in the Capital
in the lurch.

Schools said that though this
is a Constitutional issue, it has
to be dealt with in a
manner that is least detrimen-
tal to the interest of students
and teachers.

‘Schools left
in the lurch

National Progressive Schools’
Conference (NPSC) chairper-
son Ameeta Wattal said:
“Subjects have evolved over-
time and choices have
widened. There is a whole new
way of looking at education
and the government did not
take cognisance of the evolving
changes and now schools can-
not be blamed for that.”

Speaking on the possibility of
Sanskrit replacing German as
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‘CENTRE
IGNORED
EVOLVING
CHANGES’

the third language in nearly
500 Kendriya Vidyalayas, Irani
had earlier said that teaching
German under a MoU signed
in 2011 was in violation of
the Constitution.

While an investigation has
been launched to find out how
the MoU came to be signed, the
teaching fraternity is protest-
ing, saying it may hamper inter-
ests of students and teachers.

Irani said: “Those who accuse
me of being an RSS mascot or
its representative want to
deflect the attention from the
good work that we have done....”

Wattal added: “If we are talk-
ing about uplift of the educa-
tion system, this needs to be
looked at closely. There are
teachers trained in this disci-
pline and leaving them without
livelihood is unfair.”
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" Move on from
the stagnancy
of Sanskrit

There’s no point learning
something that does not
hold any value today

T IME to set the record straight —

we are Indians and the Indian

culture is above all ethnicities in
the world. We are what we are, cour-
tesy the values inherited from our
ancestors; to uphold its integrity
and maintain its sanctity should be
our primary objective.

Earlier, we had ‘spiritual preach-
ers’ to guide us, but now our politi-
cians have also taken the onus of
promoting our language, holy scrip-
tures and the importance those pre-
historic doctrines hold in today’s
life. There has been a lot of hulla-
baloo over the induction of Sanskrit,
replacing German, as the third lan-
guage in school curriculum across
India. Saffron soldiers believe that
by promoting our unassuming
ancient language, that doesn’t even
hold an academic significance, we
will remain rooted to our culture.

Knowing our ancient scriptures
and learning about them sound good
so long they don’t prick our educa-
tional freedom. Imposing them to
prove a point — that you are trying
to uphold ‘Indian’ values — is utter
hypocrisy. I have a question for
these flag bearers, the self-pro-
claimed ambassadors of Indian her-
itage: how many of you can read

~ Sanskrit (forget the fluency)? How
proficient are you in our Vedas (you
know there are four of them, right)?

The other day, I had a brief conver-
sation with someone who comes
Jfrom a family of staunch believers in
the Hindutva ideology. What came
across wasn’t a shocking revelation.:
the tradition of learning Sanskril
ended with the person’s grandfather
passing away.

The reasoning: “There’s no point
learning something that’ll get you
nowhere. These days, if you have to
move abroad for jobs or higher stud-
ies, something like French, German,
or Spanish would help you, not a
dead language like Sanskrit.”

Playing the swadeshi card all the
time isn’t a welcoming sign for the
kind of development our leaders
promise us. Top that with an
imposition to follow the ancient
path in the age of ‘tomorrow’ and
we know which drain we’re
Slushing ourselves down
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